Mick Hennessy

Mick gave great service too to the GAA as a referee taking
charge of games throughout the county and at intercounty level. He had the distinction of refereeing two
senior All Ireland hurling finals in 1942 and 1944.

The hurling grounds at Ballyhickey – Hennessy Memorial
Park – are named after one of Clare’s most brilliant hurlers
and finest hurling administrators, Mick Hennessy.

Outside of hurling another great passion of Mick’s was
coursing. He was an active member of Tradaree coursing
club of which he was Chairman for many years.

He was born and reared and lived all his life in the
parish at Toonagh, Mick was a tall handsome fair-haired
athletic man with a striking personality. He was a great
communicator and anyone who knew him would say he
was surely one of nature’s gentlemen.

Mick will long be remembered by people of this parish
and beyond as a warm, friendly patient man. He was
an outstanding athlete and trainer, who advised, coached
and motivated players in his quiet but confident and
competent manner. He was a man of great passion and
emotion but with a most forgiving and non-judgemental
nature – a much loved man.

As a county player Mick had few equals, he was fast
strong and very skilful. Mick first played for Clare in the
1933/34 League campaign and continued to play for the
county for ten years. “A dynamo of energy in the scoring
area” (Clare Champion report 1941), Mick scored three
goals against Cork in the second half of the Munster
Championship in 1936. He was regarded as being one
of the greatest exponents of the overhead striking. He
trained and prepared very diligently; as part of his own
individual training he would walk to and from work in
Ennis, a distance of seven miles each way. He believed
that such walking provided the foundation for his fitness
and all round muscle conditioning. Mick also played and
starred for Munster in 1935 and 1936 at a time when
the Railway Cup was one of the hurling highlights of the
year.
As a young man in the early 1930’s during his own active
playing career Mick re-organised the Clooney hurling
club. It was at that time he introduced the present Club
colours of red and green, having initially borrowed a set
from a friend in Co Mayo. The 1930’s onwards was a
golden era for the Club; they contested 10 senior finals
– five cup and five championship – winning one Senior
Championship and three Clare Cups.
Mick served as Clare County Board Secretary for seventeen
years from the early 1930’s. During that time he did much
to lay the foundations for the modern Clare organisation.
His county convention reports were known for their clarity
and common sense and he did much to promote and
develop our games for all. During his preparation for the
celebratory events to mark the golden jubilee of the GAA
in 1934, Mick felt that the game of Camogie needed to
be properly established in the County and so he set up
a Camogie Board and helped many organise many Clubs
around the County. He organised and trained the Clooney
Camogie team that won the inaugural championship in
1933.

Mick Hennessy was a strong athletic hurler

Mick was a natural leader and his leadership skills were
put to good use in 1946 when he trained the Clare team
that won the first National League title for the County.
Again in 1949 he trained the Clare Junior team that won
the All-Ireland home final, only to be beaten by a single
point by London in the final proper. He was also involved
with training the Clare Minor team in the same year that
were beaten by Tipperary by a point in the Munster final.
The great Jimmy Smyth who got his first hurley from Mick
Hennessy was one the stars of both teams.

1944 All Ireland Final - Cork vs Dublin

Jack Lynch and ‘Mucky’ Maher tussle for possession at the throw-in, carefully
watched by Ned Wade, Frank White, Seán Condon, Jim Young and Mick Ryan.
Referee: Mick Hennessy (Clare).
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Brendan Vaughan

assisted by Ger Loughnane. Following the defeat of Clare
in the 1994 Munster final, Ger Loughnane took over at
the helm and led the County to Munster and All Ireland
successes in 1995 and 1997 not forgetting a Munster
crown in 1998. It was also during his term as chairman
in the 1970s, that he spearheaded the development of
Cusack Park Ennis that transformed the park into one of
the most modern stadia in the country at the time. He
took a central role in fundraising, to pay for what at the
time, was a massive undertaking. Development of club
grounds and pitches were high on Brendan’s priorities
and numerous clubs throughout the County are indebted
to him for his help and encouragement in this regard. He
also served as Central Council Delegate, PRO, Registrar,
Development Officer and Assistant Treasurer for Clare
County Board.
He was elected Munster Council Chairman in 1983 after
serving as Vice Chairman from 1980 to 1983.
At the time of his death Brendan had been unanimously
elected President of Clare GAA at the June 2005 County
Board meeting.

B

rendan Vaughan has been described as a “visionary”,
“a man before his time”, “a man of the people” and
he certainly was all of those. However, one recollection
that I will always have of Brendan is his belief in having
the “moral courage” to do things that one believes in.
Brendan had this in abundance.
Brendan Vaughan was born in Mayo in 1933. The family
moved to Clooney when Brendan was very young. He was
to play an immense role all his life in the betterment
of not only the GAA, but all aspects of life in Clooney,
Clare and Ireland. The Ireland that Brendan was born
into and in which he spent his early years was a much
poorer place than today, in spite of our current economic
crisis, with far less resources. Brendan trained as a
teacher in St Patrick’s Training College, Drumcondra,
Dublin and qualified in the early 1950s. During this
decade over half a million people left the state and the
population dipped below 2.9million. The poverty of the
time, together with many family setbacks, which
included his father dying when he was very
young and his brother dying when he was
in his teens all contributed to moulding
his personality into one that sought to
change and improve the world around
him. Brendan’s early teaching career
was spent at Drumindoora National
School and Stonehall NS. He
became Principal of St Nessan’s
N.S. Shannon in 1964, where he
continued a long and successful
teaching career until his retirement
in 1997.
Apart from playing with Erin’s Hope
and Civil Service clubs in Dublin while
residing in the capital city, Brendan
played his entire club hurling with Clooney
with whom he won a junior medal in 1966.
At this time junior hurling was the second tier level of
adult hurling in Clare. On his return to his native parish
Brendan together with the late Brian O’ Doherty took up
executive roles in the club and during the late 1950s the
Clooney Hurling Club was one of the top senior clubs in
County Clare. He served as Club Delegate to the County
Board for many years. At the time of Brendan’s death in
2005 he was President of Clooney/Quin GAA club.

My earliest recollection of Brendan is seeing him playing a
leading role in an annual play in Tulla courthouse
in the late 1950s. When I started playing
juvenile hurling for Clooney I recall him
arriving on his motor bike to ensure that
the young lads in Clooney were well
organised and encouraged to play
the game. Brendan soon upgraded
to a Morris Minor which was full
to the brim in transporting young
lads to different venues throughout
the County. In rural parishes, the
quality of underage teams can
vary from year to year depending
on the age groups of the players
coming through. However whether
the team was good or bad on the field
Brendan’s help and encouragement was
always unconditional. While in St Senan’s
N.S., he gave many of the young men, their first
grounding in the game that he loved so much – hurling.
Brendan was a founder member of Cuman Na Mbunscol
in County Clare together with Tulla’s Brian Culloo and
helped develop this organisation into the thriving body it
is today. He played a major role in the foundation of the
Wolfe Tones GAA Club. He took an immense interest in
refereeing and was a distinguished referee himself for a
number of years.

Brendan’s dedication to Clare hurling involved two terms
as chairman from 1975 to 1981 and again from 1990
to 1993 which were periods when the fortunes of Clare
Hurling were changed for the good. During his first term as
chairman the county won two National League titles with
teams that were regarded as well capable of achieving
All Ireland glory. Again during his second term he laid
the seeds of Clare’s All Ireland successes in 1995 and
1997. Fr Harry Bohan and Justin McCarthy took charge
of the excellent Clare teams of the late 1970s. Brendan
saw in Len Gaynor, a man that could change the fortunes
of Clare hurling in the 1990s and so Len took charge ably

There were many more aspects to Brendan Vaughan’s
life outside of GAA. He was first and foremost a devoted
family man to his wife Deirdre, his son Donnacha and
daughter Caoilfhionn. Back in the 1950s when listing to
the radio was our main form of pastime, (with one station
i.e. Radio Eireann), a very popular programme at the time
was “Question Time with Joe Linnane”. I recall listing to
this programme one Sunday afternoon and hearing the
distinctive voice of Brendan Vaughan as a contestant.
He was very much involved in local quiz teams where
his presence was regarded as an immense asset. His
profession brought him to the Irish National Teachers
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Brendan’s lifelong friend, Jimmy Smyth wrote the
following poem to highlight aspects of his life: his concern
for justice and the right of every person to get a fair deal
in life: his concern for the deprived and his love for the
GAA, the Irish language and the Irish way of life.

Organisation (INTO) to whom he devoted his considerable
talents and skills. It was while at St Senan’s, Shannon that
he appeared on the popular TV programme “The School
around the Corner” with Gerry Ryan. Brendan’s work in
St Senan’s school in integrating the travelling community
came in for special mention. He held a firm belief that
all children irrespective of class or creed in this country
are entitled to a decent level of education, at a minimum
primary level and from there encouraged to second
level. Following his retirement from St Senan’s, far from
sitting back, taking it easy, and enjoying his retirement,
Brendan devoted his enormous energies to promoting the
rights of travellers, particularly their access to education.
He always held a deep commitment to social justice and
a belief that education was the exit route from poverty,
disadvantage and prison.

Brendan Vaughan (County Clare)
By Jimmy Smyth, Ruan, Ennis, Co. Clare.
Beneath a drooping chestnut tree we laid
him down to rest
Beside a lake and green, green grass –
he’s up there with the best
We never knew how much he meant
until he passed away
And saw the coffin lowered in the depths of Fenloe clay.
He looked you straight between the eyes
and listened to your tale
And when he was convinced of right,
we knew he’d never fail
To right a wrong or face a foe –
his conscience couldn’t stand
To see injustice hold the sway, in Clare or any land.

Brendan was very interested in internationalising Gaelic
Games to the greatest extent and for that reason took
particular interest in the international mixed-rules
competitions with Australia in football and Hurling-Shinty
internationals with Scotland.
Many years back, Brendan promoted the growing of ash
trees, for which our climate is ideal. He could never
countenance the idea of Ireland importing ash to make
hurleys so that our native games could be played. He had
a real commitment to the Irish language and a tremendous
love of Irish music to which his wife Deirdre contributes
so much. His first greetings to strangers were normally
in Gaeilge and if the conversation was reciprocated in
Irish the conversation continued in the native tongue.
Brendan was a prolific reader and held a collection of
books of 19th century English and Russian writers and
also many 20th century French writers. He was very fond
of poetry and drew from a wide range of inspirations. He
was a regular contributor to news and letters columns in
the papers. With the advent of Information Technology,
he was not going to be left behind. Early on, in the age
of I T, Brendan purchased a computer and printer and
immediately set about equipping himself with word
processing and internet and email skills to which he very
quickly adopted.

And even if you were a friend,
he’d treat you just the same
The scales of justice must not bend in any special way.
The moral rules applied to all, for friend as well as foe,
And this was Brendan Vaughan’s
way as all in Clare did know.
He was a man who went his way through
storm and lashing rain
And waded through when times
were hard and put up with the pain
Of those who did not understand,
his fair and open ways –
We trusted him this Clooney man
throughout his living days.
For those who were unable,
to fight their way through strife
He was ever their defender throughout
his worthwhile life
He loved the Irish language and loved the hurling too
He was Irish first and Irish last and
Irish through and through.

Brendan died on 30th June 2005 and was buried at
Fenloe, Newmarket-on- Fergus on 4th July 2005.
Ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam
Joe Littleton

From Left: Harry Shally (Treasurer),Seamus Reddan(President), Fr. Jimmy Kelly, Brendan Vaughan and Kevin Kennedy (Chairman-ClooneyGAA
Club) pictured at a Special Mass and Function to celebrate Fr. Kellys
Golden Jubilee and a Presentation to mark Brendans Retirement.

The Vaughan Family - Brendan, Deirdre, Donnacha and Caoilfhionn.
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Seamus Reddan

Seamus was now domiciled in Quin Village having
married the former Nancy Brassil. He was blessed
with boundless energy, enthusiasm and great vision.
He was the proverbial “Man for All Seasons”.
Following Clooney’s hurling dominance in all Clare
competitions, in the early to mid forties, Seamus was
to the forefront in the acquisition of six Acres of land
from the Land Commission for a pitch at the present
grounds and was happy to participate in naming
the Park after his worthy friend, and mentor Mick
Hennessy. Just a little story to illustrate Seamus’
enthusiasm for the new project as recalled by Mary
Corbett on a recent visit to her mother in Quin,
renowned Camogie player of that era, Fanny Corbett.
Both Seamus and fellow GAA enthusiast, Canon
Vaughan organised a raffle and used their cars to take
youngsters to major GAA games throughout the County
selling tickets. The prize for the raffle was a Rowan
Heifer and ticket price half a crown. As Mary recalls
they were almost chanting in their sleep “Rowan
heifer half crown” Rowan Heifer half Crown”....
Thereafter, for over half a century, “he, more
than anyone else, supplied the organisation
and work ethic to ensure the smooth
functioning of the club” (Brendan Vaughan)
He filled all the major Offices in the Club, including
President at the time of his passing. He was a selector to
numerous teams, including the Junior A championship
winning team of 1966, a team that included the
aforementioned Brendan Vaughan as a player.
Seamus arguably made his greatest contributions
to the club as a club representative to County
Board. Conventions and meetings, where his
articulation and deep understanding of the
rules allowed him to make his presence felt and
gained him the respect of other delegates at a
time when objections and counter objections
to teams and matches were the norm of the day.
His literacy prowess was also to the fore when
penning for the Quin notes in The Clare Champion
where he invariably used the space to promote the
ongoing activities of the club and its participants
at every given opportunity. He certainly had green
and red blood in his veins with a much valued
lifetime commitment to fundraising for facilities
and the day to day running of the club. He never
lost an opportunity to promote his beloved club
colours. He was always there to hand out a red
and green arm band where Guards of Honour were
organised for the funerals of former club stalwarts.
In his later years, he sponsored jerseys for various
Camogie and hurling teams, and how apt it was
that Clooney-Quin won the U/16A Championship in
September 2004 as one month later he had passed
to his eternal place amongst the other Gaels in
Heaven As one of his last ventures, he spearheaded
a Parish collection for the provision of the covered

Munster Hurling Final 1986 Fitzgerald Stadium in Killarney-Seamus, with
headphones and Pipe captured by Seamus O’Reillys camera.

S

eamus Reddan was born in Ballyyvroghaun,
Maghera in 1921, the second youngest in a
family of five, first came to note as a promising
hurler, when, with his fellow clubmates, Jimmy
Kelly, Joe O’Halloran and Paul Brohan (Spancilhill)
he played on the Ennis CBS Dr Harty Team of 1939.
Three years later, at the age of twenty one, Seamus
was a proud member of the Clooney Senior team,
whose gallant efforts culminated in the winning of
the Senior Championship of 1942, during a period
which the late Brendan Vaughan later coined as, ‘The
Golden Age’ of Clooney hurling. It was also during this
vibrant time that Seamus and, fellow hurlers, Micko
Forde and Sean Hehir were widely regarded as the
finest trio of athletes that Clooney has ever produced,
being virtually unbeaten as a relay team at various
highly competitive sports meetings throughout the
county and beyond. Bicycle was the only mode of
transport to all events at that time, and Seamus,
often, recalled how it was not unusual to carry a
teammate on the cross bar of the bike, and, not only
that, but, to later use that same cross bar to ferry a
young lady to the local dance the same night. One
can only marvel at the high level of fitness of these
young lads, but, also, the sheer enjoyment and craic
that must have been gained from such activities.
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stand at the grounds..
on all aspects of life gathered from his various
Like all great GAA personnel, he was immensely
professions- publican, farmer, Insurance business
proud and protective of his Community; something
and Postmaster. He was at his best whilst enjoying
that prompted his good friend and fellow parishioner
a drink and a game of cards, in the company of
Eddie Lawrence to pen the following,
his friends in one of the local hostelries. He was
“Ever driven by a sense of Civic Duty, Seamus
synonymous with pipe smoking, which prompted
promoted
the
various
his
fellow
Parishioner,
community development
and, no mean hurler
initiatives of Muintir na
in his time, renowned,
Tire, the environmental
balladeer Robbie McMahon
and aesthetic projects of
to compose the lines
The Tidy Towns committee,
which led to the winning
“There goes Seamus
of several awards for the
Reddan, He’s like the old
village in the 60’s and 70’s
West Clare
and he was never slow to
His pipe is dangling up
engage his many political
and down and smoke going
contacts both local and
everywhere”
national in the pursuit
of better facilities and
Seamus was very proud
services for Quin. His deep
when in 1992 a presentation
Faith, unfailingly practised,
was made to him by John
Seamus
with
Mike
Clune,
Tom
Lynch
and
Mike
Duggan
was no doubt, the source of
Culligan on behalf of the
inspiration in his support
Clooney GAA to mark a
for the many noble causes he adopted. He could
lifetime of service to the Club. He was passionate
always be relied upon to lend his support to any
about, Clare Hurling, and, how can we forget his broad
worthy cause and his reputation for integrity was such
smile and tears of joy while pictured hugging the
that his mere presence lent stature to any initiative.”
Liam McCarthy cup on its first visit to Clare in 1995.
A final thought on Seamus, again from Brendan Vaughan
He served for many years on successive Parish Councils,
“when the Lord had produced Seamus, I guess he
and, hail, rain or shine, Seamus was a familiar figure
broke that mould for the future. Men like him are
at gate collections of all three churches in the Parish.
that rarity that one has to ask, whence comes there
His company and friendship was sought after by
such another?”...........
young and old; well known for his forthright views

Clooney-Quin GAA Minor Club Secretary,
Tom Larkin makes a Presentation to Seamus in 1997

A Proud Clare man - Seamus with the McCarthy Cup,
Ennis GPO 1995
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Amby Power

Champion at the time his maxim for players was “don’t
drink, don’t smoke, don’t over eat and don’t lose sleep.”
According to Ollie Byrne’s “Around the Square-The story
of Ennis Hurling” Amby Power made his debut for the
Clare Senior Hurling Team at the age of 16. Michael
Power, son of Amby won a Minor Hurling Championship
with Clooney in 1942 and was actively involved with
the club for many years. Amby’s Grandsons, John
and Ambrose Power played with Harty Cup teams
of St. Flannans in the 1970’s. They, along with
younger brother, Paul all played for the Clooney Club.
Amby Power died in February, 1960 and is buried in Quin
Abbey Burial Grounds.

Captain of Clare Senior Hurling
Team 1914, 1915, 1916

Amby Power Captained Clare to their first All-Ireland
Hurling Title in 1914 when they beat Laois in the Final
on a scoreline of 5-1 to 1-0. The game was played in
Croke Park in October, 1914 before 15,000 spectators.
Ambrose Power was born in 1887 and from an early age
became known to all as Amby. He was born in Brook
Lodge, Quin of farming stock, close to the Parish boundary
with Tulla. Two of his brothers Joe and Fred also played
with the Clare Senior
Hurling Team around
this period. Amby
married Katie Reddan
of Killorglin, Co. Kerry,
who inherited a public
house in Quin which
was then known as
“Mariah
Reddans”.
This Public House was
subsequently known
as Powers and run by
the Family for many
years. Amby also did
some farming in the
locality. In later life he
became a member of
Clare County Council
for the Fine Gael Party
and represented the
Ennis Electoral Area
from 1950 to 1960.
As earlier mentioned,
the Power Homestead
Canon Vaughan, Amby Power, Joe McNamara, Fr. Corry, Fr. Gaffney, Seamus Reddan, Fr. Jimmy Kelly,
Jimmy O’Halloran and Altar Server, Tomás Dilleen at Clooney pitch Blessing.
was at Brook Lodge,
close to the border
of Quin and Tulla and in the early 1900’s Amby and
his brothers played with Tulla and won the Redmond
Cup with Tulla in 1905 and 1906. The introduction
of Parish Rule meant the Powers had to play with
the then Carrahan Club after 1906 and Amby was a
member of the Clare Team who won the Croke Cup in
1908 beating Galway in the Final on a scoreline of 3-14
to 1-4. Parish Rule was again abolished in 1911 and
the Powers returned to play with Tulla. Tulla won the
County Hurling Championship in 1913 beating Quin
in the Final. In early 1914 Amby Power is credited
with approaching the County Board to hold a hurling
Tournament to help train the County Team in preparation
for the Championship. This Tournament was held in Quin.
The County Board set up a special committee to fund
raise for the County Team under the control of the then
County Council Chairman James O’Regan. The team
are recorded as doing collective training for the 1914
Championship campaign in Lisdoonvarna, Lahinch and
Amby Power with (from left) James O’Regan, Chairman of Clare
in Carmodys Field, Creevaghmore, Quin. Jim(Andy)Hehir,
Co.Council (Father of Brendan O’Regan), James Hehir, trainer of
father of the legendary Sports commentator Micheal
winning team (Father of Micheál O’hEhir) and Stephen Clune from
O hEithir trained the team. According to the Clare
Clooney, Secretary Training Committee.
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1986 Team

The Corofin side was as follows;
Brendan Kenny, Michael O’Brien, John Malone, Pat
Corbett, Sean O’Loughlin, Flan Davoren (Captain),
Michael Neylon, Joseph Shannon and Gerry Halpin.
Michael Ryan, James Shannon, John Halpin, Joseph
Cahill, JJ O’Dea and John Clancy. Subs; Pat Malone,
Martin Tierney, B. Reidy, Timmy McMahon, Michael
O’Dell, F. Bane, P. O’Loughlin and Val Egan.
Referee: Michael Quinn.

It is twenty-five years ago this year since Clooney won
the County Intermediate Hurling Championship. In
1986, their Captain, Pat O’Loughlin lifted the Trophy
in Cusack Park following his sides one point success
over a spirited Corofin side on a 1-7 to 0-9 scoreline.
The year previously, Clooney came agonisingly
close to Championship success, only to be
denied by St. Josephs, Doora/Barefield following
two thrilling matches in Newmarket on Fergus.
Twelve months on, their clash with the Flan
Davoren led North Clare outfit, proved to be a
very tense affair. The first half was dominated by
nerves, with a single point seperating the sides.
The second half, however, turned out to be a riproaring contest. A John O’Halloran goal for the
Clooney lads proved to be the decisive score.
Along with their inspirational Captain, Pat O’Loughlin,
the Clooney side also fearured a number of talented
players, among them Mike Duggan, the Colleran brothers,
Ivor Hoey and the sharp-shooting John O’Halloran.
For the Final, the Clooney side were deprived the
services of stalwart Clare player, Mike Murphy who
suffered a broken hand a week prior to the Final.
The side was managed by John McCarthy with
Michael Power and Hugh Colleran as Selectors.
The Clooney team and Panel for the Final
was as follows; Pat Ryan, John Duggan, Pat
O’Loughlin(Captain), Tom Larkin, Donie Duggan,
Raymond Colleran, Pat O’Brien. Jimmy Casey and Ivor
Hoey. Johnny O’Halloran, Noel Colleran, Mike Duggan,
Declan Ryan, Ger Kennedy and Stephen Brady.
Subs; Mike Murphy, John O’Loughlin, Paul Power, Mike
Lynch, Sean McCarthy, Tony McCarthy, Pat McMahon,
Brendan Lynch, Mike O’Grady and Jarlath Colleran.

1986 Programme

Clare County Intermediate Hurling Champions 1986

Back (L to R): Brendan Lynch, John O'Loughlin, Anthony McCarthy, Ivor Hoey, Donie Duggan, Mike Duggan, Ger Kennedy, Stephen Brady, John Duggan,
Tom Larkin and John McCarthy (Coach).
Middle: Pat McMahon, Jim Casey, Pat O'Brien, Pat O'Loughlin(Captain), Declan Ryan, John O'Halloran and Mike Murphy.
Front: Mike O'Grady, Mike Lynch, Ray Colleran, Noel Colleran, Pat Ryan and Hugh Colleran(Selector).
Missing from Photo: Michael Power(Selector), Sean McCarthy and Paul Power.
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The Macs and O’Hallorans of
the ‘Smiths Cross in the 1930’s
& 40’s

Clooney hurling, that’s where the emigration ended.
Paddy was next in line. He worked the bit of land at
home. Paddy and his brother Joe were strong hurlers and
good friends of Mick Hennessy. Joe looked after the land
of Canon Slattery and would drive his horse and car. The
youngest of the Mac boys, Tom, was the only one to go
to secondary school and was said to be at an advantage
(hurling-wise at least) because he hurled with the CBS in
Ennis. He went on to join the Gardai.

“There Were No Dance Halls in Those Days”
Every GAA club in the country is proud to see one
of their own succeed on a bigger stage and Mick
Hennessy’s incredible achievements have justifiably
been well celebrated. Hurling for Clare in the Munster
Championship against Cork, he scored five goals in the
second half alone. He played for Munster, was secretary
of the Clare County Board for 17 years and refereed two
All Ireland finals. In 1946 he trained Clare to win their
first National Hurling League title.

These lads came together with their neighbours, the
O’Hallorans, to form the backbone of a Clooney hurling
team that went on to contest ten senior finals (five
championship, five Clare Cup). Clooney won three Clare
Cup finals and Paddy Mac captained Clooney to win their
first senior hurling championship in 1942.

Success was a habit of Hennessys and that habit began
with the hurling people of Clooney. Hennessy was the
visionary leader the Clooney folk never knew they needed
but in a small rural community, a cluster of families
willingly and enthusiastically came together and achieved
a level of success which became the cornerstone on
which a great club is built and launched the career of
a man who accomplished so much more at county and
national levels.

The Clooney team that won the Senior County Championship
with a healthy representation of Macs and O Hallorans

They didn’t see it like that at the time though. “There
were no dance halls in those days” says Eileen McMahon,
one of the four MacNamara sisters that achieved honours
for club and county. “We’d be gone all day Sunday and
our mothers would never have to worry about us. We’d
be gone playing matches for the day”. As it is now, the
club provided a major social framework for young people
back then. In his award winning book, Christy O’Connor
said that the club provides friendship, camaraderie,
togetherness and support. It almost defines us as people.
If this principle was proven anywhere, it was at the ‘smiths
cross in Clooney in the 1930’s.

“All the lads did was hurl. Even if there was a dance hall,
they had no money for going out” says Eileen. In Europe,
war was in the offing and Ireland was very much on the
periphery. Times were hard. Then as now, the hurling club
provided a social hub for the young people of Clooney.
The hub revolved around a centre and in the late 30’s
that centre was at the smiths cross. “Mick Hennessy was
a great fiddle player. He’d often be back at our house after
a match and we’d have great fun dancing sets. Between
ourselves and the Halloran’s we’d fill the kitchen and
have enough for a set”. The Macs house was no stranger
to influential leaders. Some years earlier Micheal Collins
was said to have stopped there more than once and sing
Skibbereen, just as it was portrayed in the 1996 movie.
The men of the MacNamara household were not the
only ones to bring success to the club. Their four sisters
brought club and county medals back to the ‘Smiths
cross.

At this cross, two miles from Quin and 500 yards from
the GAA field, were two families – the O’Hallorans and
the MacNamaras. Neighbours, friends, work mates and
with Hennesys influence – very successful team mates.
The cross acquired its name from the O’Hallorans trade
as blacksmiths. They were also the local hurley-makers.
Under their roof were six brothers - Michael, Tom, John,
James, Paddy and Joe.
Across the road, Jim Mac was the head of the household.
Himself and his two brothers were stonemasons of some
renown, having built the chapel in St. Flannans’ College
and often cycling to Galway to work on the Cathedral. The
Macs old workbench, a massive slab of limestone, stands
upright as a dedication to St Francis in the grounds of
Quin Church. Erected in 2000 by Fr. Jim Power, it finds
itself at another centre of the community.

During the same period Mick Hennessy re-established
Camogie in Clare in 1933. The County Board was formed
in 1934 and several clubs came into existence including
Clooney.

Jim Mac and his dress-maker wife, Etta, had four sons and
five daughters. Masie, the eldest left the ‘smiths cross for
America at the age of 17, well before some of her siblings
were born. She was followed soon after by her brother
Mike, the eldest of the boys. Thankfully for the Macs, and
8

Clooney camogies were trained by Patrick Carmody. The
MacNamara sisters, Dokey, Marcella, Eileen and Teresa,
played on a Clooney team that won every competition
in Clare – The O’Grady Cup, Dr Daly Memorial Cup, Co.
Championship and Munster Championship.

“Those days in our hearts we will cherish
Contented although we were poor
And the songs that were sung
In the days we were young
On the stone outside Dan Murphy’s door”.

The
Macs
along
with
their clubmate,
s c o r i n g
sensation Chris
Markham,
played on a
Clare team that
created history
by winning the
Munster Senior
Championship,
beating
Cork
&
Waterford.
In 1944 they
went on to play
the strongest
team of that
era,
Dublin,
in
Dublin.
This was the
highlight
of
their achievements with Clare but unfortunately they
were heavily beaten by a far superior team.

The influence of the two
families of the ‘Smiths Cross
is still strong in the ClooneyQuin club today. Grandchildren
of the Macs wear the green
and red as McMahons,
Gallaghers
and
Walshs.
Seamus McNamara, son of
Joe Mac was an outstanding
hurler for Clooney. He now
resides in New York where he
hurled with the Clare team.
The O’Hallorans are well
represented by the Corbally
MacNamaras, Collerans and
Hassetts. Also mentioned in
the article is Chris Markham
who is today represented by
the Hannons and Babs Clune
who has a number of Clune
relatives to claim lineage.

Dokey (Walsh) was captain of the Clooney camogie team.
She was an able seamstress and with the help of her
mother she made all the uniforms for the team. They were
green with pleats at the front, sewing up over 13 of them
was no easy task. Marcella played in the forwards with
star player Chris Markham . Eileen flirted with emigration
and went to America for a few years meeting her brother
and sister for the first time. She played on one side of
centre field beside Babs Clune (Corry) with Fanny O’Neill
(Corbett) flying up and down the other wing. Fanny was
so dedicated to the cause; she once played a match for
Clooney while heavily pregnant. She played in goals that
day and left her full length fur coat on for the entire game.
Teresa was the youngest of the girls and though her eldest
sister Dokey led the Clooney team, Teresa captained the
hugely successful county team from corner back. She
had a massive strike of the ball – “No matter who was in
goal, Teasa took the puck out. She could puck the ball
from one goal to the other” says Eileen. Her target at both
club and county was full forward, Chris Markham. “Oh
God Chris was a star, far better than any man, she’d score
some terrific goals”. Route one. Clooney having success
with it long before the current crop!

Clare Camogie Team 1935
(Back Row L to R) Babs Clune(Clooney), Unknown, Josie
Mulqueen(Clooney), L. McMahon, M. Griffin, Unknown, Annie
Conheady(Clooney) and Fanny O’Neill (Clooney).
Middle (L to R) Chris Markham(Clooney), Tessie Reynolds(Clooney),
Nonie McInerney(Clooney), Dokie McNamara(Clooney), N. Downey, M.
Kenny, Lizzie Higgins and C. Boyce.
Front (L to R) Cella McNamara (Clooney), B. Leyden and Rose Quinlivan

The comradearie and craic continued at Macs when the
arrival of a gramophone, courtesy of Mike in New York,
supplemented the fiddle to draw a crowd. “We were the
only ones around at the time with one and it was great
sport. John Halloran would call over and we’d always
have play ‘The Stone Outside Dan Murphys Door’ for him,
God he loved that tune” says a reminiscent Eileen with a
childlike giggle.

Joe and James O'Halloran at work in the Forge at the smiths cross
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Understanding the Language

management. Its the parish and the pride of place.
These are not empty clichés and its difficult to explain
that pride of place to others that havent experienced it.
For those, like me, who have moved away, time can
eat away at that connection and today is a welcome
opportunity to take stock. I was lucky in that I had played
with a number of those that finally made the senior
grade and took the step that had eluded us for so long.
Even on the sideline I knew the work that had gone into
getting, not alone a team but a club, to county or Munster
champions. Those great days can bring us back as it
brought me back to join in the celebrations, and I can say
with all honesty that those victories mean no less and all
the more to those on the sideline who know whats involved
in competing and winning as the senior team in any club.
That work at under age level is even more important.
It often involves more work for less conspicuous
reward. Clooney-Quin now has an underage structure
that bears comparison to any other Ive seen and the
results reflect that. Equally the field and facilities have
seen huge improvement since my playing days and all
involved rightly should be praised. Personally, I would
like to thank those who helped and supported me as
an underage player and as an adult, beginning with
my parents Tomás and Kay who gave me a love for the
games and all the relations and friends that trained
and transported me, and so many others over the years.
Ní bhíonn in aon rud ach seal, agus is luachmhaire go
mór an seal imeartha sin dá bharr. Is beag meas, in
uaireanta a bhíonn ag an aos óg ar a gcuid laethanta
imeartha ach is acu siúd atá buanna na n-óg fuinneamh
agus luas agus cúram imeartha an chlub mar thoradh air
sin. Is pribhléid agus onóir domsa agus do chuile dhuine
é an cúram imeartha sin, a bheith ag tabhairt chun páirce
le geansaí do chlub ar do dhroim agus tacaíocht an chlub
ar do chúl. Gura fada buan Cuinche / Cluain Aodha agus
gaiscí a chuid foirne.”

Tomás Ó Síocháin
(((Tomás Ó Síocháin is an Editor and Reporter
with RTÉ and is based in Galway. As a player
with Clooney-Quin, he won an Intermediate
League Title in 1999 and contested two
County Intermediate Finals. He also won an
Intermediate All Ireland with UCG.)))
“I believe that every club has its own language.
In January and February when the heavy lifting
of fitness is done, the grunted comments among
tired bodies in the dark waste no words on niceties.
In the high summer, pre-championship fitness and
haircuts, long evenings and a dry ball the talk is freer. But
its still talk. Of the club, of people of places and things
that hold no resonance for outsiders, that need no context
for locals. Both praise and punishment are well covered
in this language, more often than not, nobody needs to be
told when a mistake is made or a line crossed, but its noted
and stored and everyone moves on. Until the next time.
Thats the essense of Clooney / Quin and of every club.
The living memory. The players, the recently retired
and older within the white lines and without. Everyone
remebers everything. On the good days, its great.
The wins take their place among older victories and
past glories. Plays are relived and compared. Young
fellas or girls are picked out and theres talk of future
greatness, blood lines are traced or new dynasties
established. Its a warm feeling as a player to know
that when those many training sessions add up that it
means something to more than just the team and the

Tomas fourth from the right in the back row following the Intermediate League Final1999
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1966 Junior Team Re-union Flan Clune Paddy Kilmartin, Ted Finlay, Mike Pewter,
Mike Clune, Christy Mungovan, Michael Power and Fr. Pat Littleton
Front (L to R)Michael Hayes Michael O Grady Jim Cahill Sonny Scanlan (Captain) and
Mark O Brien representing his Late Father, Pat O’Brien.

Ballad Group

CQ Figure Dancing

Frances Earls Club Vice-President Fr Micheal Collins Club
President Fr Micheal McInerney and Sean Earls enjoy GAA
Club Day in Clooney May 10th 2009

Clooney Quin Scor na bPaisti Dancers - Back Left: John Conneally,
Eoin Guilfoyle and Cormac Egan Front Left Seoda O Keeffe,
Aoife Brassil and Kayla O’Keeffe

Club Vice-Chairman Paddy Ryan awaiting the arrival of the McCarthy
Cup to Quin September 1995

Club members with then GAA President Sean Kelly outside Croke Park

CQ Novelty Act

Clare Captain Anthony Daly with Michael Power in 1995
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The Carrahan Flag – A Treasure
to Behold.

Feakle and Tulla were regarded as the kingpins of
hurling in Clare at the time. Considering the interest in
the tournament there was an amount of preparation for
the contest. In the first half Tulla played with the fall of
ground in their favour. The Saturday Record remarked
that it was impossible to describe the scientific hurling
that ensued. Feakle were ahead by a goal and a point
after ten minutes. Soon Tulla were thick in the affray with
a point followed by a goal from John McKenna to level
matters.
After the restart Feakle’s Henchy pointed, but the game
was quickly leveled by Tulla. With ten minutes left to
play, the large attendance was anticipating a draw, with a
half hour of extra time to decide matters. However during
the final stages Tulla hammered home a goal and a point
to leave the final score Tulla 2-03 Feakle 1-2.

Early in 2011 I visited Micheál King in Rannagh Tulla,
whose uncle John King, was a member of the twenty one
man team that defeated Feakle to win the Carrahan Flag.
This exquisite banner is thought to be the oldest GAA
trophy in existence and was played for in Kearney’s field
behind Harrison’s pub in Clooney.
The flag is a magnificent five feet by four feet oil painting.
It is believed to depict a famous hurler and athlete named
Patrick McGrath from Glandree. It is as prized today in
the parish of Tulla as it was on the day it was won and
proudly carried back in triumph to the town of Tulla on
May 18th 1889.

After the match the team adjourned to Kearney’s bar for
refreshments. According to Danny McNamara Father Tim
Lynch, who was President of the Tulla Club and Willie
Moloney the Vice President, carried the prize trophy back
to Tulla. They and the players were paraded through the
town by the local brass band and a large crowd joined in
the celebrations.

The legendary Irish Independent sports columnist John
D Hickey spoke to the only surviving member of the Tulla
team that won the Carrahan Flag, at his home in early
1956, ninety two year old Danny McNamara, of Glandree.
John D was accompanied by the Chairman of Clare
County Board at the time, Rev. John Corry, who was then
CC in Quin. Fr Corry also served as CC in the parishes of
Tulla and Feakle,. The competition for what was known
as the Carrahan Tournament commenced in September
1888 and attracted many of the top clubs in Clare. Two
teams from Quin and two from Clooney competed in the
competition. Tulla took immense pleasure in beating
Ogonnelloe on their way to the final as Tulla were defeated
by Ogonnelloe in the 1888 County Championship final.
Danny recalled that there was great betting on matches in
those days. Denis McKenna, the captain of Tulla wanted
to place a bet of £20 with Dominic Stuart, the manager
of Ogonnelloe, but Stuart would not take him on, as he
felt according to Danny, that they were half beaten before
they took to the field.

The tournament was only played for once and the flag
found its home in the residence of Fr Lynch who when he
was leaving Tulla was presented with the proceeds of a
collection amounting to £300 according to Danny. (This
was a lot of money at the time and still is in this year
of austerity and IMF/EU bailouts). However, Fr Lynch
refused to take the money and insisted that it be kept for
the club and other uses. Fr Lynch subsequently returned
to Tulla as Parish Priest and later became Canon.
Following its sojourn in the parochial house, the flag found
its way to the home of the Sisters of Mercy Tulla, where
it remained for many years. In the early 1970s it was
decided to restore the flag to its former glory. A committee
comprising mainly of relatives of the winning team was
formed in 1974 and money was raised for this purpose.
The delicate task of restoring the flag was undertaken by
Tulla man, Eugene McCarthy, who ensured that the flag
was restored to its present day pristine condition.
The Banner has been
paraded at many
public
functions
down through the
years. It is minded
with great affection
by Micheál King,
to whom I am
very grateful, for
enlightening me on
the history of this
magnificent trophy
which goes back
to the days of the
foundation of the
GAA.
Joe Littleton.

Micheál King stands proudly with his Prize posession - Carrahan Flag
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The Carrahan Flag was recently restored
to its original Glory

2006 - A Year to Remember
The year 2006 will live long in the Memories
of all Clooney-Quin supporters as a number of
teams had significant victories during that season.
The highlight for the Club was the Intermediate
hurlers victory in the Munster Intermediate Club
Championship Final in the Gaelic Grounds.
Having bridged a twenty year gap in winning the
County Intermediate Title with a win over Killenena
in the County Final, John McCarthys side defeated
the Tipperary Champions, Eire Og Annacarthy in the
Munster Club quarter-final followed by Clonea-Power
from Waterford in the semi-final. The Munster Final
against Bishopstown from Cork turned out to be a
thrilling encounter, with the Clooney-Quin men turning
in one of the finest performances in the Clubs History
to secure a 0-14 point to 1-8 success. It was fitting that
Pat Markham, a player that had represented the Club
and County at all levels Captained the side and hoisted
the Trophy aloft, to the delight of the massive ClooneyQuin support that attended at the Ennis Road venue.
Unfortunately, the All-Ireland Dream ended at the hands
of Robert Emmetts, the London Senior Champions scoring
a merited victory in the semi-final played in February.
Not to be out-done by their male counterparts,
the Camogie side also returned to Senior status as
they too claimed the County Intermediate title in
fine fashion. They undertook a strenuous training
programme from early in the year and were rewarded
with a terrific victory in the Final over Clarecastle.
At Underage level, the Minor Club were making steady
progress since its formation in 1996. At that time, a Ten
Year plan was put in place, which outlined various targets
that were to be met. Among those ambitious targets was the
winning of a Minor “A” hurling title within those first ten years.
Having captured County Under 15 “A” and 16 “A”
titles in 2003 and 2004, the Minor team of 2006 were
fancied by many in the County to deliver that elusive
title. However, there were several other clubs with County
that also harboured desires on the Trophy. The question
was, could this group of players overcome History and
all opposition in Clare to reach the goal set out in 1996?
It proved to be a thrilling Campaign for the side,
and, having endured tense and tough matches
against clubs such as Clonlara, Newmarket and Eire
Og in the group stages, they delivered the Clubs
first ever Minor “A” title when they defeated close
neighbours, Newmarket in the Final in Cusack Park.
It was certainly a Year to remember for all associated
with the Club, the Tulla Pipe Band regularly
marching victorious teams through the main street
of Quin after the various significant successes.
Its onwards and upwards from here though, as the
many teams that represent the Club each year strive
to emulate the achievements of the Class of 2006!
Cluain Aodha/ Cuinche Abú!

ClooneyQuin - Minor A County Hurling Champions 2006

Pat Markham Raises Cup

Munster Club Champions 2006

Intermediate Camogie Champions
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“The Special One”

In 1981, John was approached by the then Chairman of
the Clare Football Board, Gabriel Keating to join the Clare
Senior Football team as a Selector, a role he held up to
January 1992. Little did John (or anyone else in Clare)
expect that just six months later, the John Maughan led
Banner side would defeat Kerry in the Munster Final.
1983 saw John, Mary and the three Irish born sons, Sean,
Brendan and Richard, who all lined out for the club,
moved into their new home in Quingardens in Quin.
Around that time, the then Chairman of the Munster
Council, Brendan Vaughan appointed John as Chairman
of a Committee to look into improving the standard of
football in the weaker counties. John was joined in this
group by amongst others, Mick O’Dwyer. It culminated
in the Munster Council employing the first ever full-time
Coach, Eamonn Young in 1985, a step that was visionary
at that time.

John taking a Tea-break during the Sponsored Walk
and Climb of Carrauntoohil in 2009

In 1985, John was approached by Clooney Club
Secretary, Jarlath Colleran with the offer of taking over
the Intermediate hurlers. Fortunately for the Club,
Jarlaths vision and professional approach worked and
John accepted the offer.

I

f success in Managemment is to be gauged solely by the
number of significant titles won , then John McCarthy
is No. 1 in the All-time list of managers that have been
associated with Clooney-Quin GAA down the years.
Born and raised in the Parish of Listowel, in Co. Kerry,
he began his playing career with the St. Senans club
playing football at Under 14 and 16 level, and hurling
with the Kilflynn club. He also lined out for the North
Kerry Divisional side that drew the best players from the
area, and, against all convention, played on the Kerry
Vocational Schools hurling team that defeated Limerick
in the Munster Vocational Schools Championship.
Unfortunately, illness prevented John from lining out
in their next game, against a Clare side which included
such players as Pat Cronin and Pat Danagher, with Clare
lowering The Kingdoms colours.

Another significant occurrence that year was that it
marked the re-unification of Clooney and Quin, with the
GAA locally stronger for it.
John was joined by Michael Power and Hugh Colleran as
Selectors. John asked Mike Murphy and Noel Colleran,
both players on the side, to look after the hurling and
coaching aspects of the teams preparation. The team
captured the League Title but they suffered a harrowing
Co. Championship Final defeat in a replay to St.
Josephs, Doora/Barefield, with John recalling a standout performance from a then Clare Minor, Ciarán O’Neill
probably being the difference between the sides.

As with many Irish of that Era, London was to be his home
from 1959 until 1966. It was in London that John met
Mary Ginnivan, their first date being in the well-known
Irish Dancing Venue, “The Galtymore”.

The following season, John felt the side needed to
improve their overall fitness, and put the side through
a gruelling training programme. The reward was another
Championship final appearance.

They married in 1962, at a time when John was playing
Club football with An Ríocht in the London area. By
1966, they had children, Sheila, Kevin and Fiona, when
a job offer in EI, Shannon lured John, Mary and their
young Family to the newest Town in Ireland at the time,
Shannon New Town....

On this occasion, the team faced a formidable Corofin
side. Disaster hit the Clooney teams preparations as
their Star player, Mike Murphy suffered a broken hand in
training a week before the Final.
Undaunted by the loss of the teams talisman, and
inspired by outstanding performances from players such
as Noel and Ray Colleran, Mike Duggan, Pat O’Loughlin
and Johnny O’Halloran, the Clooney team secured victory
by a single point.

John quickly got involved in the Shannon Airport GAA
club, later to be re-named Wolfe Tones, winning the Junior
B Football Championship in 1967. Off the field, he was
elected Chairman of the Clubs Development Committee,
putting in place their Pitch, Clubhouse,
Hall, and a Pitch and Putt course.

John stayed-on as Manager for the next two years as the
side competed at Senior grade, but a career move to
Inland Motors curtailed Johns spare time and he resigned
at the end of the 1988 season.

Our own Brendan Vaughan and Fr. Harry Bohan also
played a major role on that Committee, recalls John.
The GAA Complex was completed in 1972, a year which
also saw them defeat Ennistymon in the Junior Football
Final.

He spent two years in Ennis, followed by three years
working in Keytronics in Dundalk.
On his return to Clare, long-time friend, Noel Walsh
offered John the position of Games Promotion Officer,
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The celebrations went on for a few days locally, but John,
Ger and Dave had bigger plans!

another new departure for the GAA. This position had
John based in North and West Clare working in Primary
Schools.

The addition of a Munster and All-Ireland Club competition
to the Intermediate Grade placed greater Prizes in the
path of the Clooney-Quin side. The Pat Markham led team
were outstanding in the Munster campaign, the away first
round performance against Tipperary Champions, Eire
Og, Annacarthy in Tipperary Town being of the highest
quality. A home win over Clonea, Power from Waterford
saw the side pitted against a fancied Bishopstown side in
the Provincial Final.

To add to the workload, John also joined legendary Kerry
footballer, John O’Keefe as selector for the Clare Senior
footballers for two seasons.
In 1996, Co. Chairman, Fr. Michael McNamara appointed
John to work with the Clare Urban Board coaching both
hurling and football. Over the next eight years, John left
his mark with the introduction of “Hurling on the Green”
to Clare, Primary Schools GPO Coaching and working on
the very popular Summer
Camps, with John as
Manager.
In 2004, he eventually
called it a day with
Coaching. Or so it
appeared!

The team once again rose to
the occasion, capturing the
Provincial title in The Gaelic
Grounds in Limerick, the first
ever Clare side to do so, with a
magnificent team performance.
John sites this success as his
greatest achievement as a Mentor
or manager.

In 2006, he was
approached
by
the
The satisfaction felt after that
Chairman of Clooneyvictory will endure for many
Quin, Des Lynch with the
years as he looks back on the
offer of Managing the
win and celebrations with great
Intermediate team once
pride, before once again, paying
again. Having lost three
a warm tribute to Ger and Dave
Intermediate Finals over
John with Jimmy O Gorman Munster Council Chairman Pat Markham
who contributed massively to
the previous six years,
and Simon Moroney Munster Council Secretary with the Clare and
the success.
John was acutely aware
Munster Intermediate Club Hurling Trophies
of the desire within the
Unfortunately, just a few short weeks later, Rober
players to bridge a twenty year gap since the clubs last
Emmetts, the London Senior Champions gave John his
Intermediate Championship success.
greatest disappointment in Sport, as they defeated the
Clooney-Quin men, before capturing the All-Ireland title
John teamed up with Ger Kennedy and Dave Barry, as
in Croke Park in early March.
“The Three Amigos” set about planning an assault on
that elusive Championship. Throughout the Clare Cup
This defeat aside, for decades to come, all Clooney-Quin
and Championship, the side showed that preparations
supporters will recall that year of 2006 and the great
were going nicely, resulting in the team reaching the
performances and celebrations that went on well into the
Final once more. Killenena were the opposition and they
nights following so many victories, many that were down
really put it up to the Clooney-Quin boys, but John, with
to that gentlest of men, John McCarthy. Real Madrid may
his Midas Touch, steered the side to the County title, a
think they have the genuine article, but Clooney-Quin
solitary point separating the sides at the finish. ClooneyGAA Folk know there’s only one “Special One”, and he
lives in Quingardens, Quin!
Quin were back in Senior Grade in Clare once again.

Peter Duggan met GAA President Nicky Brennan at the
All-Ireland Feile Skills Competition

Hurling can be a dirty game-Martin McInerney v Clonbony
Junior B League 29-03-2008
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Clooney GAA Field 1953

During the Black and Tan War and the Civil War
Clooney had a first class team but there was little
opportunity to exploit their talents. However,
Clooney won the Intermediate Championship in
1920 and the Junior in 1933. Then, followed
the Golden Days of Clooney hurling, when the
club contested five senior county hurling finals,
1934,1940,’41, ’42 and ’44, winning one
in ’42 and five Clare Cup finals, winning two.
Success was also the lot of the ladies, when
they graced the camogie fields. Mick Hennessy
formed the Clooney Camogie Club, being the
first camogie club in the county, in 1933. Such
was the strength of the club, that they won 6
senior county championships in the 30’s and
in the 40’s.

Amby Power speaking at the Opening of Clooney Sportsfield in 1953

The parish can also boast of having able
administrators at the top table of the GAA
with Con Cearney, Paddy Hennessy and Mick
Hennessy serving as Secretary of the County
Board and in later years, Brendan Vaughan
serving as Chairman of the Board before
becoming Chairman of the Munster Council. A
proud tradition, indeed!

Sunday, July 12 1953 was a historic day for
Clooney Hurling Club as it was on this day that
the playing pitch was blessed and formally
opened by the Very Rev. Canon Vaughan. Today,
as we celebrate the opening of the new pitch, it
is only fitting that we take a look at the historical
background, that existed prior to the acquisition
of the field, - a field that has been used for
nearly 6 decades for gaining proficiency and
skill in hurling and camogie and more recently
in handball and football.
th

Like most GAA clubs in the county, Clooney
Hurling Club did not have ownership of its own
field; consequently they depended on the good
will of the landowners to permit them to train
and to play games. Any level field was used,
but Cearney’s in Carrahan and later Carmody’s
in Creevagh were the most popular. On Sunday
afternoons, groups of young lads would gather
in fields all over the parish to hurl. Not having
any goalposts, they used their coats as markers,
crooked sticks as hurleys and a sponge ball, if
they were lucky, or failing that, a canister or a
“ciarán” of turf in a sock. Some of the fields
used were Gorman’s Lawn in Clooney, Gallagher’s
Green in Moyriesk, McMahon’s and Green’s in
Spancill Hill, Cearney’s in Rylane and Power’s
in Brook Lodge.

Few districts in Clare can boast of a prouder
tradition of loyalty to the GAA than the Clooney
Quin area – a tradition that goes back to the early
1880’s. The famed Carrahan Tournament was
played in Cearney’s field in 1888 and the fact
that two teams from Quin and two teams from
Clooney participated in it shows the popularity
of the game in the area. The final of the1898
Hurling Championship between Carrahan and
Tulla was fixed for Quin on December 18th and
there is an account of Carrahan being presented
with special commemorative medals on the
following St. Patrick’s Day. The Carrahan team
were also champions in 1900 and members of
that team went on to greater success - James
Hehir and John Flanagan lined out for Clare and
John Flanagan along with Amby Power (Captain)
and Joe Power from Quin won All-Ireland medals
in 1914. It is interesting to note that Stephen
Clune from Quin was the Training Committee
Secretary of this 1914 team and that the team
trained in Carmody’s field in Creevagh.

During this period the GAA, cognisant of the
importance of a club owning its own playing
field in promoting Gaelic games, urged clubs to
acquire pitches and, to that end, were ever ready
with financial assistance in the way of grants
and loans to make its wish a reality. During the
war of Independence, the IRA burnt many of
the big houses in the landlords’ estates down
and that was the fate that befell Hazelwood
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House on July 5th 1921. All over the country,
land agitation put pressure on landlords and
high rates made the estates uneconomical. The
consequence was, by the time of the Land Acts,
the landlords were willing to sell. Subsequently,
the Land Commission purchased the lands
and began the process of dividing them into
smallholdings. The estate at Ballyhickey was
one such property.

Clooney Hurling Club and Sports Field
Committee, spearheaded by Séamus Reddan set
about developing the playing pitch –the surface
needed to be levelled, some of the rock had to
be blasted and stones had to be picked. All
the work was voluntary and the men came there
at 6 or 7 o’clock in the evening and worked
there until late. Eventually, the field was ready
for opening in July ‘53. The Clare Champion
described the condition of the field on that day
as follows: “The pitch, which is enclosed, was
in first-class condition with a closely cropped
surface.”

The Land Commission completed the purchase
of the estate from Gore Hickman.
Mick
Hennessy, then Secretary of the County Board,
was instrumental in acquiring 5 acres 2 roods
and 35 perches, from the 40 acre field, for the
local club. The purchase date was 18th day
of May 1950 and the amount to be paid was
£135. The first instalment was £17 followed
by 6 instalments of £17 and 1 instalment of
£16, to be paid on the 1st of May and the 1st of
November each year until the purchase money
had been paid in full. The appointed trustees
were Michael Hennessy, County Council and
County Secretary of the GAA of Toonagh, Séamus
Reddan of Quingardens, James O’Doherty,
Farmer of Crannagher, John McNamara, Farmer
of Ballyvergin, and Michael Gallagher, Farmer
of Moyriesk.

After the blessing of the field, the National Flag
was hoisted, as the Tulla Pipe Band played
the National Anthem. Then, the crowd were
addressed by Canon Vaughan, P.P., Fr. Corry,
Chairman of the County Board, Fr. Gaffney, Fr
Jimmy Kelly, Amby Power and Séamus Reddan,
Chairman of the Club. The ceremony was
followed by two senior hurling games where
Ahane and Sixmilebridge were victorious over
Clarecastle and Clooney. The visiting teams
and officials were later entertained in St.
Fineen’s Hall, Quin, where the local ladies did
the catering. Afterwards, the band paraded
through the village and a big crowd gathered to
admire the colourful regalia.

Original Land Deeds detailing the purchase of the land in Ballyhickey
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Over the years, further developments have taken
place - when the Council widened the road
from Quin to Donnellan’s Cross in Cragataska,
the GAA Club willingly accepted the fill for the
field. Dressings rooms and public toilets were
added in the early 70’s, the Handball Alley was
erected in 84, the dressing rooms and toilets were
upgraded and the car park was surfaced in ‘87.
Major resurfacing of the pitch was completed in
‘91and a covered seated stand was built a few
years later. In 1986, Mick Hennessy died and
the pitch was named “The Hennessy Memorial
Park” in honour of this legendary man, who
gave sterling service to club and county.

facilities available, but more importantly on the
numerous volunteers, who instil in our youth
a love and devotion to the principles of the
GAA. Consequently, great appreciation is due
to those who have given of their time unselfishly
over the years, coaching the skills of hurling,
camogie, handball and football and helping
with administration at every level. The rapid
increase in the population in the parish over
the last 20 years resulted in a large number of
the youth arriving at the field and before long it
became evident that our then playing pitch was
inadequate. So today, Sunday the 22nd May, we
celebrate the opening of the new playing field
– another facet in the development of this very
successful and vibrant club.

The strength of a club not only hinges on the

Minor Setback at Old Clooney
Venue recalled

goal in a rain sodden and heavily grassed and sanded
goalmouth close to the present dressingrooms.
My opposite marker, a minor with flowing locks and beard,
regularly reminded me of his presence and all my back
later needed were the amber stripes.

By Seamas O’Reilly Clare County Express
The request to contribute an article for todays match
programme on the decades old
Clooney playing pitch brought the memories flowing
back.

The pangs of defeat were palpable in the losers dressing
room. Earlier we had lost to Clooney at the championship
semi final hurdle by a couple of points. The sides
were level with ten minutes remaining, but the red
and green jerseyed locals inspired by Jarlath Colleran,
Mickey Duggan, John Power, Jimmy Kelly and Michael
Cooney emerged victorious only to loose to Scariff in the
decider.

Back almost four decades ago to the 1970s, to rebellious
youth,”Troubles” in the 6 counties, glam rock, studies
in Ennis CBS and…………a Minor “B” league defeat at
todays venue to a tight marking Scariff outfit.
On the world stage little Iceland was facing the might of
Britain in the Cod War, the military deposed Allende in
Chile, Watergate exposed Tricky Dicky and Killone minor
hurlers were on the march.

Defeat was again Killone’s lot the following year in the
league decider against St.Flannans (Inagh-Kilnamona)
at Roslevan. Valued members of the defeated Killone
side were a resolute hard tackling Michael O’Neill, the
present County Board Chairman and Paddy Quinn, a loyal
servant who would captain Clarecastle to Canon Hamilton
honours two decades later.

The black and amber clad Killone, the minor wing of
Ballyea hurling club had earlier seen off the Corofin
challenge at spacious Cusack Park in the penultimate
round of the Minor B league. This earned us a final
outing in mid October at Clooney with Scariff providing
the opposition.

Today all one has are the fond memories, the pleasure of
playing one of the greatest codes. Success is not always
measured in silverware.

Despite the passing years, the memories remain etched
in the mind. Travelling in Johnny Cusacks “Taxi” in the
company of ones tried and tested heavily hoped hurley,
the uncomfortable yet essential red coloured Cooper
helmet and the shinpads.

Today as the progressive Clooney-Quin club opens its well
manicured second pitch one’s mind will briefly drift back
to youthful sporting pursuits!

The basic dressingrooms were certainly not soundproof
as the pre-match Scariff pep talk and yes, some loud
pop music enlightened Killone as they prepared for the
upcoming battle.
The match itself offered little for the purists bar the
superb skills of Peader O’Loughlin, Killone and Scariffs
Brendan Ryan, this duo lit up an otherwise low scoring
encounter with Scariff emerging victorious on a 2-1 to 1-2
final scoreline. I think I laid claim to Killones “pushover”

Seamus with his trusty Camera - Croke Park
All-Ireland Junior Camogie Final 2008
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player profiles

Name: Pat Vaughan Club: Crusheen
Favourite Cartoon as a Child:
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

Name: Damien Joyce Club: Cappataggle Age: 30
Favourite Cartoon as a Child:
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
When You Were Growing Up What Did You Want To Be:
An Airline Pilot
Have you a Nickname: Joycie
Biggest Influence on Career: My Family and Underage
Coaches in Cappataggle
Favourite Hurler: Joe Cooney
Who was your toughest opponent: Joe Deane
Favourite Sportsperson outside of Hurling:
Johnny Wilkinson
Favourite Food: Steak
Favourite Group: The Killers
Favourite Song: Kite - U2
What was your greatest Sporting achievement to date:
Playing in the 2009 All-Ireland Club Final in Croke
Park
Whats Your Favourite Venue: Croke Park
Favourite Film: Remember the Titans
Favourite Actor and Actress: Brendan Gleeson and
Cameron Diaz
In The Movie Of My Life I’d Be Played By:
Tex Callaghan
If you could invite 3 people to a Dinner Party, who
would you choose:
Payton Manning, Tony McCoy and Pippa Midleton
When you are not training or playing games, how do
you relax/unwind: Swimming or relaxing at Home
If you weren’t a GAA player, what do you think you
would have chosen as your first sport: Rugby
What advice would you give young players: Perfect
Practice Makes Perfect!

Age: 28

When You Were Growing Up What Did You Want To Be:
A Soccer Player
Have you a Nickname: No
Biggest Influence on Career: My Family, Gerry Kearney
and John Fitzgibbon
Favourite Hurler: Nicky English
Who was your toughest opponent: Noel McGrath
Favourite Sportsperson outside of Hurling: Rafael Nadal
Favourite Food: Pizza
Favourite Group: Green Day
Favourite Song: Boulevard of Broken Dreams
What was your greatest Sporting achievement to date:
Winning the County Senior Hurling Champoinship in
2010
Whats Your Favourite Venue: A Packed Cusack Park
Favourite Film: The Shawshank Redemption
Favourite Actor and Actress: Morgan Freeman
and Charlize Theron
In The Movie Of My Life I’d Be Played By:
Leonardo Dicaprio
If you could invite 3 people to a Dinner Party, who would
you choose: Pippa Middleton, Tiger Woods and Eamon
Corry.
When you are not training or playing games, how do you
relax/unwind: Playing Golf and watching TV
If you weren’t a GAA player, what do you think you would
have chosen as your first sport: Soccer
What advice would you give young players: Keep
practicing on your own and enjoy hurling.
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player profiles

Name: Fergal Lynch

Club: Clooney-Quin

Name: Joe Canning Club: Portumna Age: 22
Favourite Cartoon as a Child: The Simpsons
When You Were Growing Up What Did You Want To Be:
Doctor
Have you a Nickname: No
Biggest Influence on Career: My Parents
Favourite Hurler: Larry Murphy
Who was your toughest opponent: Damien Joyce
Favourite Sportsperson outside of Hurling:
Ronan O’Gara
Favourite Food: Pasta
Favourite Group: The Coronas
Favourite Song: This Years Love - David Gray

Age: 28

Favourite Cartoon as a Child: The Simpsons
When You Were Growing Up What Did You Want To Be:
A Farmer
Have you a Nickname? Bruiser
Biggest Influence on Career:
My Parents, Ann and Des and Mike Murphy
Favourite Hurler: Joe Canning
Who was your toughest opponent: Ronan Curran and
Tony McMahon, in no particular order.....!
Favourite Sportsperson outside of Hurling: Brian O’Driscoll
Favourite Food: Steak and Chips
Favourite Group: Mumford & Sons

What was your greatest Sporting achievement to date:
Winning the All-Ireland Club Senior Hurling Final in
2006
Whats Your Favourite Venue: Croke Park
Favourite Film: American Gangster
Favourite Actor and Actress: Denzel Washington
and Eva Mendes
In The Movie Of My Life I’d Be Played By:
Davie Fitzgerald
If you could invite 3 people to a Dinner Party, who
would you choose: Frankie Boyle, Eva Mendes and
Cheryl Cole.
When you are not training or playing games, how do
you relax/unwind: Bed
If you weren’t a GAA player, what do you think you
would have chosen as your first sport: Rugby
What advice would you give young players: Practice
Makes Perfect and you are only as good as your last
game.

Favourite Song: The Streets of New York
What was your greatest Sporting achievement to date:
Winning the Munster Intermediate Club Hurling
Championship in 2006
Whats Your Favourite Venue: Croke Park
Favourite Film: The Shawshank Redemption
Favourite Actor and Actress:
Denzel Washington and Eva Longoria
In The Movie Of My Life I’d Be Played By: Enda Harrison
If you could invite 3 people to a Dinner Party, who would
you choose: Muhammad Ali, Micheál O Muircheartaigh
and John Bishop from “A League of Their Own”
When you are not training or playing games, how do you
relax/unwind: Walking the Dog
If you weren’t a GAA player, what do you think you would
have chosen as your first sport: Rugby
What advice would you give young players: Listen to your
Coaches and practice every day!
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Our New Pitch “The process of the Purchase and Development of our new Pitch commenced back in

2005 under the then Chairman, Des Lynch. He set-up a Development Committee under the Chairmanship of
Malachi Murray, who went on the become Club Chairman in 2008, in succession to Des Lynch. “

Mike Ryan trimming the new growth
14-04-2007

An aerial view of the pitch when it was
under construction

Clooney/Quin GAA club has gone from strength to strength
in the past 7 years. This cannot be accredited to one
person alone, but mainly due to the input of the many
volunteers throughout the parish. Without their endless
dedication, hard work and vision Clooney/Quin GAA Club
would not be in the impressive state it is in today.
In the 04/05 AGM a group of people envisaged that the
club should make a further step in improving the ever
demanding playing facilities. Due to the large numbers
playing underage Hurling and Football and Camogie in
the Club, one playing pitch would not sustain. Therefore
many suggestions were made towards extending our
grounds. The Club decided to form a development
committee under the guidance and leadership of Malachi
Murray and the expertise of John Culligan, Brian O’Neill
and Pat Conroy. The Club acquired land from two farmers
adjacent to our playing facilities and so work began on
this exciting project.
The development committee received welcome funding
from the many generous members and parishioners
and without their contributions you would not see the
beautiful grounds that are here today.
Pride of place was quite evident with many members
willing to do their part in the carrying out of tasks such as
the fundraising, construction and maintenance of a new
playing facility. But it must also be said the countless
hours spent by many volunteers under the guidance of
Brian O Neill and Pat Conroy, saw the construction of
boundary walls, erection of fences as well as pouring
concrete and picking stones.
The volunteers who gave up their free time on many
a Saturday morning showed great spirit within our
community. These people are the foundation of our
community and parish and without their help Clooney/
Quin GAA would not be where it is today.
We now have the facilities to continue the progression
of the Club. The youth of the area is our biggest asset.
Our G.A.A. Club is their focal point, they need to be
continually nurtured and coached to achieve their goal
with Club and County.

This was the day when an army of volunteers
constructed the perimeter walls including 22 blocklayers a number of them from neighbouring clubs

For a number of years, Clooney Quin GAA club had been
putting money aside for future development of the clubs
facilities. At the AGM in 2005 it was decided to explore
our options for possible purchase and development of
extra playing fields. Prior to this, the club had been using
an adjoining field for training on an annual agreement
with the Landowner.
In early 2005, the then Club Chairman Des Lynch,
met with the Landowner and offered to purchase the
’training field’, which was accepted following positive
negotiations.
However, we were still a few yards short of the dimensions
you see today. Further negotiations by Des and current
Chairman, Pat O’Brien led to the purchase of an extra
plot from another neighbour that provided the required
space to develop our new full size, sand based pitch.
After the club agreed on the next phase of development
we met with a number of contractors before deciding on
Michael Boland from West Clare. But before groundwork
could begin, there was some fundraising to be done. This
is where many club members kicked into action. For a
number of weeks they worked tirelessly visiting every
household in the parish inviting them to contribute to
our fundraising effort. Added to this, the club secured
further funding from the bank and received some
National Lottery grants. A special word of thanks must
go to Sandra Reynolds, Seán and Johnnie O’ Brien for all
their work during that time.
While the new field has been in use for a couple of years, it
is great to now officially mark its opening. We are grateful
to our neighbours for their cooperation. Also a big thank
you to the club members, members of the community and
others for their generous support in helping us purchase
and develop our new facilities. Enjoy your day!
Mise le Meas
Malachi Murray
Chairman-Field Development Committee 2005-2007
Clooney/Quin GAA Club Chairman 2008/-009

Mise le Meas
Des Lynch,
Chairman Clooney/Quin GAA Club 2005-2007
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Bernard Dowd
Talent comes in many forms – A carpenter, pilot,
dancer, singer or in Bernard Dowds case, an artist.
The modest Tipperary man, who lives in the Old
Schoolhouse in Maghera with partner, Jean is a
well-known figure in GAA and print media circles.
His
main
line
of
work
is
painting
and
sketching, but he also takes time out to
officiate at hurling matches all over the County.
Whenever posters are required, its ask Bernard.
It’s a known fact that he won’t let you down.
An amount of his artwork reflects his interest in
the GAA, having been commissioned to create the
artwork for a number of GAA publications, from
Coaching Books to the actual Laws of the Game as
a print run of a recent GAA Rule Book will show.
His satire of the contemporary social and political
scene can also be found in various publications.
Probably his finest piece of GAA work locally was his
design and creation of Clooney-Quin GAA Club crest.
Not content to put it on paper for it to be copied and
integrated into all the GAA Clubs correspondence,
Website and playing gear, he then went and put it on
the wall of the Handball alley. As people visit or pass
the GAA Grounds, Bernards magnificent work towers over
all that pass near it, all of its 7 meters squared glory.
So, the next time you see a cartoon, or come across a
Clooney-Quin crest, think of the artist behind it all, that
bearded wonder from the Old Schoolhouse in MagheraBernard Dowd!

Whistle and Pencil at the ready - The Man in Black

A sketch of The Man in the Middle with his team of Clooney-Quin
Officials - Junior C Final 2006

More of Bernards work - Clooney-Quin GAA
Club Day May 10th 2009

Bernard putting the finishing touches to the Club Crest
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Friends of Clooney Quin/GAA

Sponsored Climb of Carrauntoohill
On April 18th, 2009, a large number of members
and friends of Clooney-Quin GAA Club climbed
Carrauntoohil, Irelands highest mountain. Motivated
by the large number of members and locals that
have been touched by Cancer, it was decided
to raise funds for the Irish Cancer Society
The idea was first suggested in early January, it was
hoped that we might have between twenty to thirty
Volunteers. However, the response was overwhelming!
On the day, 200 volunteers took part, resulting
in excess of t55,000 being presented to the
Irish Cancer Society at a Function in May.
Congratulations to all those who participated and
contributed to such a worthy cause.

The Williams sisters, Marie Lawlor, Lourda Walsh, Des Lynch,
Mary O’Loughlin, and Sonny Scanlan enjoying the stroll around Kerry

Ger Kennedy and Packie Conroy in great form
on their way down from the top

Ita, Trevor and Siobhán Lee at the top of Carrauntoohil

One of the many Clooney-Quin Groups at the top
Back - Cathal Henchy, Tom Carey, Claire and Pat Ryan, Susan and
Tom Conheady, Pat Henchy, John Power, Sean Hehir
and Ann Marie Carpenter Front - Mary Henchy and Cushla Murphy

Back - Maura and Pat O’Loughlin, Julie Harris, Irish Cancer Society,
Fr. Ml Collins. Front- Ita Lee, Pat Ryan, Nollie McCarthy and
Packie Conroy at the cheque presentation night
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A Little History of The Clunes
Around the time of the 1900’s, almost all the homes in
Quin village were that of a family of Clunes. Its no surprise
then, that Clunes played a part in the History of GAA locally.
As the Clare hurlers of 1914 set about preparing for what
turned out to be the winning of Clares first All-Ireland
Hurling title, the then County Council Chairman James
O’Regan set-up a special Committee to fundraise for the
teams Training expenses. Stephen Clune was Secretary
of that group and is reported to have played a major part
in the success of the team later that year. His son, Fr.
Brendan Clune (RIP) played in the 1942 Clooney team
that won the clubs only County Senior Championship title.
Stephen was an Uncle of Mike and Flan Clune,
who, in 1966 played significant roles in winning the
County Junior “A” Championship, the equivalent
of
the
current
Intermediate
Championship.
Flan scored a fantastic winning goal in the
Final v Meelick, receiving a pass from Michael
Power, while brother Mike notched up 2-5.
The team that lined out that day was as follows;
Pat O’Brien,(R.I.P) Paddy Gilmartin,(R.I.P) Jim
Cahill, John O’Leary, John O’Brien,(R.I.P) Michael
Hayes, Pat Littleton, Mike Pewter, Ted Finlay, Michael
O’Grady, Mike Clune, Flan Clune, Sean King,(R.I.P)
Brendan Vaughan,(R.I.P) and Sonny Scanlon(Capt.)
The Mentors – Sergeant Brendan Sexton, Michael
Power, Seamus Reddan and Joe O’Halloran.
A year later, at the invitation of John Glynn who was
Secretary of the Clare Hurling Club in New York, Mike
travelled to the U.S and scored the winning goal in the Final
played in the famous Gaelic Park, New York. He repeated
the trip a year later, returning with another winners medal.
Mike represented the Club at County Board
and Convention as Delegate for 15 years.
Flan, a retired Are Lingus Official who has lived
in Dublin for many years is still a regular face
locally where he entertains all with old stories
of games and incidents from those days.........

A proud day-Mike with Conor Harrison and Fergal Lynch
after the Munster Club Hurling Final 2006

The New York Hurling Championship medals
Mike won in 1967 and 1968.

Mike pictured with his Clare team-mates after the 1967 New York Hurling Final
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Flan and Mike pose with the
Club Crest in the background

Deirdre Murphy

Davitts club of Galway; 2003, 2004, 2005 and played in
two All Ireland club finals with Davitts in 2003 and 2005.

Munster Camogie Development Officer

Currently, Deirdre is employed as the Munster
Camogie Development Officer; charged with the
challenging task of raising the profile of Camogie
throughout the Province and combating teenage fallout.
The outlook is good. There are currently 28 camogie
boards in the Country, catering for over 100,000
members and this number is growing; more than
10 new clubs have been established in the Munster
region alone in 2011 and more than 20 since 2007.
One of the main drivers of this growth is the National
Development Programme set up in 2005 with the general
aim of promoting Camogie Nationally. Five new county boards
have been set up and Camogie is now formally organized and
growing in many football strongholds like Kerry and Donegal.
Deirdre raises the All-Ireland Junior Trophy aloft along with
Vice-Captain, Sharon McMahon on the steps of the Hogan Stand

Deirdre took over the Development Officer role
from Mary O’Connor, Cork, in July 2007. The
development board provides guidance and assistance
to hundreds of volunteers who promote the game.

D

eirdre Murphy is a well-known County star with a plethora of
honours and victories to her name at Junior, Intermediate
and Senior level. She is probably the best player ever to play
for Clooney and one of the all-time Greats of the County.
Deirdre is playing for as long as she can remember, greatly
influenced of course by her late grandfather, Michael Snr
and father, Michael. She fondly recalls ‘constantly pestering’
them both to be out with her pucking the ball. Deirdre first
played for the County at U-16 level when she was just 13 and
at 16 played for the Senior County team. Great success came
in 1999 when Deirdre played at midfield when Clare beat
Antrim at Dunloy to win the Intermediate All Ireland Final.
Success was enjoyed again in 2008 when she helped Clare
beat Offaly in the Junior All Ireland final at Croke Park,
with Deirdre as Captain. That victory followed defeats at
the same stage in the same competition against; Galway
in 2003 (replay), Dublin in 2005 (replay) and Derry in
2007 after a goal in the 8th minute of injury time.

The development team is involved in new club
formation, referee and coach education, “go games”
at U-8 and U-10, talent academy and Summer Camp
Programmes; general PR for the game and compiling
appropriate games programmes to maintain participation.
On a Parish level, Deirdre is quick to acknowledge the
outstanding work done by Mary Littleton for Clooney
Camogie. Mary re-established the club in the early ‘90s
and in her second year oversaw her team’s victory at the
U-12B championship. In succeeding years, Clooney won
at all under-age levels in the A-grade. Club success in
adult competition came in 1997 with the Intermediate
Championship, again in the same competition in 2006.
Clooney won the Senior B championship in 2009
and were beaten in the Senior League Final in 2010.

Deirdre has been nominated on five occasions for an
Allstar award, she has won Interprovincial honours
(Gael Linn) on seven occasions and won Player of the
Gael Linn Competition in 2007 (Snr) and 2008 (Jnr).
With UCG she won two Ashbourne Shileds; in 2001 and
2003 (Capt.). She won three county championships with

There is no doubt that Deirdre, along with a number of
other Local key figures, has contributed to the popularity
of Camogie in the Parish of Clooney/Quin. Now that she
is working to promote the game throughout Munster, the
future looks bright for both Deirdre and for Camogie itself.

Come along and visit me
at my stand here today!
27

Under 8 Camogie

U-16 B Camogie Champions 2003
7 A Side

Clare Division 4B Handball League Winners 2008
Cillian Duggan - Runner-up in
All-Ireland Feile Skills
Competition 2003

CQ Senior B Winners 2009

Club President Fr. Micheal
McInerney with the Al-Ireland
Under 21 Trophy

Clare U-13 Ground Hurling Division 1 Cup Champions 2003

Ladies Football
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Breandán Ó Beacháin

supporting our national games. How a Dept. of Education
could justify a national curriculum that did not afford
a formal standing to our Irish Culture of music, song,
dance and Gaelic Games was according to Breandán “ a
heinous act bordering on treason”. Nor did the G.A.A. at
all levels escape criticism “for their largely laissez-faire
and tokenistic financial support in the promotion of Gaelic
Games in the primary
school”.
Subsequently,
as chairman of the County
Board,
he
supported
schools to a level that was
the envy of many other
counties.

A Founding Father of Cumann na mBunscol

Presently Cumann na mBunscol organise between 25
and 30 separate competitions annually in 5 codes, thus
providing the primary pupils of Clare the opportunity
to play and enjoy our
national games. This
highly essential and
effective organisation
can trace its roots
back to 1964 when
Breandán
Vaughan
(R.I.P.)
and
Brian
Chomh
luath
is
a
Culloo Sen. (R.I.P.) had
d’éirigh sé as bheith ina
the vision to initiate
mhuinteoir, thug sé féin,
the first competition.
Seán Ó Cleirigh agus
They simply invited
Seosamh
MacMathúna,
four schools in each of
mar
aon
le
Pádraig Ó
their respective areas
Ceallaigh agus Éamonn
of Newmarket and
Brendan with Sean McCaigue GAA President at
Cumann na mBunscol National Awards
Ó hArgáin faoin stair an
Tulla to play off with
chumainn a scríobh. Cé
the winners of each section meeting in the final. For
go ndearna sé an t-uafás oibre chun an tionscnamh seo
the record Clonmoney overcame Drumcharley to capture
a chur i gcríoch, ní raibh saoi roimh ann gan locht agus
the Vaughan-Culloo trophy (sponsored by the founders)
caithfidh mé a adhmháil gur fear ann féin e i ngach sli ó
in the historic first primary schools hurling final.
thaobh eagrucháin is caipéisí a chur i gcomhad. B’iomaí
uair a bhí caipéisí ar iarraidh ach níor chuir sé sin isteach
For the next 8 years both men ensured that the league
nó amach ar an mBreandán – “a mere blip in the greater
continued to grow and prosper. While there were few rules
scheme of things” – a deireadh sé is é go sona sásta leis
imposed in these early days, the guiding principles were
féin is leis an saol. Ach le cabhair ón ard-fhear uasal
clearly established. These guidelines emphasised that the
Labhras Ó Donghaile, buan-chara leis, foilsíodh “The
leagues be managed by schools, independent of club or
Story of Gaelic Games in the primary schools of Clare
County Boards, and that participation and sportsmanship
1964 – 2000” faoi dheireadh thiar thall agus nárbh
took clear precedence over winning. As a tribute to the
iontach on omós é do Bhreandán, muinteoirí agus scolairí
founding fathers, this genuine sporting philosophy is
uilig an Chláir.
still the norm to the present day almost 50 years later.
‘The Greatest Clare Gael since Cusack’ - sin a bhí le rá ag
While Brendan became more involved with the running
Nollaig Uas. Ó Breathnach ó Sraid na Cathrach agus é ag
of Clare G.A.A. at County Board level, he continued to
cur sios ar Bhreandán agus a chuid oibre as shon C.L.G.
religiously attend the A.G.M. at Cumann na mBunscol
an Cláir. Muna bhfuil sé, níl amhras orm ach go bhfuil
and to give many a rousing and colourful speech, as only
sé leo. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.
he could, to an appreciative audience. He was at his
best when lambasting the Government of the day for not
P Mac Giolla Phádraig.

Deirdre and Amy arrive in Quin Village with the All-Ireland
Junior Camogie Trophy in 2008

The County Intermediate Trophy at Harrisons Cross
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Mike Murphy

playing or introduced against Cork in the Munster
final of ’78 he would have curtailed a rampant
Tom Cashman and Clare would have won.
Mike’s hurling career started with Clooney club and
Quin school at a very young age under the influence of
his father, Michael Snr, he himself being a renowned
hurler who only played briefly for Clooney, but also won
a Senior Championship (with Tulla in 1933), North
Tipp. Championships with Kiladangan in 1938 and
1943, Leinster Junior championship with Dublin in
1925 and played on the Clare senior team in 1931.
Mike first came to County prominence at U-21 level;
he was a sub on the team in 1974 and played in
1975 along with John Callinan and Pat O Connor.
That year Clare beat Tipperary in Cashel by 2-7 to 1-7.
A fierce competitor, with no quarter asked or given,
Mike frequently came off the field battle scarred, but
what happened on the pitch stayed on the pitch. For
this reason he has made many great friends through
the game and is widely respected wherever he goes.
Mike is a very modest man and is reluctant to foist his
opinions but his cool analytical and objective views
on a game are well recognized and regularly sought.
It takes a combination of many attributes to make any
player great; Mike had fantastic natural skill and speed,
quick hands and reactions. He was strong and fearless, had
a great temperament and a scientific approach to the game.
With his wonderful sense of timing, he was able to outsmart
even those opponents who had a height advantage over him.
During Mike’s playing career, club successes were thinly
spread; he won an U16 Championship in 1967 beating Tulla
in the Final. He won Intermediate Leagues in 1979 and 1985
as Captain and an Intermediate Championship in 1986.
In more recent years, Mike has been
very involved in coaching both
hurling and camogie at many
levels. His first success came
in 1992/93 with the boys
U-16 championship when
Clooney beat Feakle in
a replay in the Final at
Cusack Park. In 1999
he guided the Clare
Intermediate Camogie
team to win the AllIreland; they beat
Antrim in the Final at
Dunloy. He coached
the Clooney Camogie
team to win the Senior
B Championship in 2009
and they reached the Senior
League final in 2010. This
year he is acting as a selector
of the Clooney/ Quin senior hurling
team; We wish him and the rest of the
squad success in their campaign.

Mike with the Intermediate League Trophy in1979

F

rom the late 1960s until the present day,
Mike Murphy has had a continuous and
outstanding involvement with our GAA club.
During that time, no other individual has had
a greater influence on hurling in the parish.
Whether as a player, team coach or a behind
the scenes advisor to many of our better
players and team mentors, Mike has been
at the forefront of Clooney /Quin G.A.A.
Mike won two National League medals in
‘77 and ’78 with the great Clare team of
the late 70s. While not a regular player on
the team he played a very significant part in
a number of ties when introduced as a sub.
In particular, in 1979 when he was brought
on against Galway in Tulla , he almost singlehandedly turned the game in our favour and
Clare won by 3-8 to 2-9 after a late blitz of goals.
Following a few very sound performances in the
League in ’78 and in training, many felt he had
earned a starting place on the Championship team
of that year. Unfortunately, other councils prevailed.
Indeed it is widely felt that had he been

Photo: Mike with Senior Camogie Captain Imelda Colleran and the
Senior B Camogie Trophy at the 2009 Dinner Dance
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CLOONEY PLAYERS OF THE
1930’s and 40’s
Michael O’Halloran
Mick as he was known in his playing days first came
to prominence when helping Clooney to win the Junior
Hurling Championship in 1933 and played for the Clare
Senior Team that year. In 1934 he was a member of the
Clooney Team who won the Intermediate Championship
and the Clare Cup and with the assistance of players from
Ruan contested the County Final losing out to Ennis.
In the Clare Champion preview of the 1934
County Final Mick O’Halloran is described as
follows in a brief sketch done of each player
“A remarkably clever player. Noted for his quick and
accurate striking. Has represented Clare in Senior and
Junior engagements in 1933/1934”
He played against Kilkenny in the game to mark the
Official Opening of Cusack Park in May 1936 and was a
regular on the Clare Team until 1943.
Mick was one of five O’Halloran brothers who played for
the renowned Clooney Team of the late 1930’s and early
1940’s. They contested a number of county finals being
successful only in 1942 and also won a number of Clare
Cup competitions during this period. Although in his 40’s
at the time he lined out for Clooney in 1953 for the last
time.

A sad tale of a Mother whos son cant get a game with
the club-Victory Dinner Dance 2007

Mick and his brothers were born and lived at The Smith’s
Cross a short distance from the present Clooney Pitch.
He worked in his early years in the family Forge with some
of his brothers where hurleys were made and repaired.

Austin Hannon
Austin Hannon was the only Clooney man on the 1946
Clare Senior Team that won the National League Title
defeating Dublin in the Final. Austin played for Clare
from 1940 until 1951 and played many outstanding
games for both Club and County and generally lined out
at mid-field. He was on the Clooney Senior winning team
of 1942. He lined out for the Clare Minor team in the
late 1930’s.

Noel counts the shovels of sand while Tony goes for the cement

Michael Power, Creevagh
Michael had a long career in the Clare Jersey in the late
1930’s and early 1940’s. He played against Kilkenny
at the Official Opening of Cusack Park in 1936. He
generally lined out in the forwards and was a member of
the victorious Championship Team of 1942.

Jimmy Markham
Jimmy Markham of Clooney had the distinction of
featuring on the Clare Junior team that won the Munster
Junior Championship in 1949. The team went on to win
the “Home” All-Ireland Final but were subsequently
beaten in the All-Ireland Final by London.

Our two Supervisors, Brian O’Neill and Flan McNamara
take a well-earned break.......”
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Recent Clooney Quin Players

centre back however Clare were narrowly beaten.
Following Clooney Quins historic victory in the Clare
minor A championship of 2006 Cillian had the
distinction of captaining the Clare minor team in 2007.
They lost to Tipperary in the opening round
played at the Gaelic Grounds in Limerick. Clare
regrouped and beat Waterford in the qualifiers
before bowing out to Cork in the Munster semi final.
Cillian made his U21 championship debut in 2009
and what a year it turned out to be with Clare
winning their first All Ireland at this grade. Clare
defeated Limerick and Waterford, with Cillian playing
at centre back, and Galway on their way to the
Final where they edged out Kilkenny in a thriller.
Cillian was once again on the Clare U21 panel in 2010.
However his season was disrupted by injuries in a year
in which Clare beat Limerick in the Gaelic Grounds
and lost the Munster Final to Tipperary in Thurles.
In 2011 Cillian was called onto the Clare Senior Hurling
Panel for the Waterford Crystal Tournament.

Pat Markham is unique among hurlers from the Parish
of Clooney Quin, being the only club-man to win a
Munster Minor Hurling Championship medal – a feat
Pat achieved when lining out at wing back on the 1989
Championship winning team. Clare subsequently lost
the All-Ireland final to Offaly. Pat played for Clooney
for close on 30 years until he retired in 2007 having
led the Intermediate team in winning the Clare and
Munster Intermediate Hurling Championships in 2006.
Pat’s first success came in 1982 with the Clubs
U12 team and he acknowledges the role played by
Frank Enright and Sonny Scanlan with underage
teams in the parish in his early playing days.
He won an Intermediate League medal in 1999 with
Clooney. He featured with St. Flannans in winning the
Dean Ryan Cup in 1987 and the Harty Cuip in 1989
and won a Fitzgibbon Cup medal with U.C.C. in 1991.
During his career Pat played with Clare at U14,16,
Minor, U21, Intermediate and Senior levels and was on
losing Munster Final Teams at U21 and Intermediate
in 1992 and at Senior level in 1993. He lauds
the role played by mentors John McCarthy and Ger
O’Halloran at Adult level during his playing days with
Clooney. Pat credits his Parents, Sean and Josephine
with being his inspiration throughout his career.
Having given many years dedicated service to ClooneyQuin during his playing days, Pat has been actively
involved as a mentor with under age teams in recent
years.

Ray O’Halloran Captained the Clare Junior hurling team
that won the Munster Championship in 1995 when they
defeated Waterford in the Final played in Thurles. They
had already defeated Cork in the semi-final. In the AllIreland Final they were defeated by Kilkenny. That team
also featured Fergus Flynn, Lorcan Hassett and David
Forde. Rays brother Ger, was also on that Clare Panel.
In his Secondary School career , Ray won a Harty Cup
medal with St. Flannans College in 1989, as part of a
half-back line that included club-mate Pat Markham and
Ger Moroney from O’Callaghans Mills. They lost out to St.
Kierans College from Kilkenny in the Croke Cup Final.
Rays direct opponent for most of that game was Andy
Comeford. In fact, that Kierans team was brimmed full
of players that later played with distinction for Kilkenny.
Those included the Carey brothers Jack and DJ, who
scored 3-3 in the Final, along with Canice Brennan and
Pat O’Neill who Captained Kierans that day. Ray also
lined out for the Clare Minors in 1989, losing to Cork in
the Munster semi-final.

Conor Harrrison was a member of the Clare minor
hurling panel in 1998 and 1999. He made his minor
championship debut in 1999 when Clare defeated
Cork in the Munster semi final played at the Gaelic
Grounds in Limerick. They lost to Tipperary in the
Munster final and were subsequently beaten by Galway
in the All Ireland quarter final. Conor moved up to
the Clare U21 panel in 2000 and had the distinction
of representing Clare for three years at this grade.
He made his U21 championship debut in 2000 at
corner back in a victory against Kerry which earned
Clare the right to face Limerick in the Munster semi
final played in Ennis. Clare lost a thrilling match by a
goal to a Limerick team that went on to win the first of
their historic three in a row All Irelands at this grade.
Conor once again starred for the U21s in 2001 despite
losing to Tipperary in Thurles and completed his
underage inter county career in 2002 with a loss to
Limerick who went on to retain their All Ireland title.
In tandem with his U21 appearances Conor was
invited on to the Clare senior panel in 2000
and made his National League debut in 2001.
Conor made his senior championship debut in 2002
in Clares defeat of Dublin in Parnell Park and also
played in Clares victory over Wexford in Portlaoise.
In 2003 Conor had a superb game against Galway
in a qualifier in Cusack Park. Galway eventually
edged out Clare by two points in a thrilling match.
In 2004 Conor played against Kilkenny in an All Ireland
quarter final replay which was played in Thurles and
continued to be a member of the Clare Senior Hurling
Panel up to the end of 2005.

At an early age, Fergal Lynch was a regular in the Clare
jersey, Captaining the Mid-Clare Under 16 side to the
Munster Divisional Hurling Title in 1998. He played Minor
for two years, lining out at centre forward when reaching
the Munster Final v Tipperary in 1999 and at midfield
the following year when losing to Cork in the Munster
semi-final. A year later, he was at centre back when they
reached the Munster Intermediate Final v Cork.
In the 2002 season, he lined out at full forward in
the Munster Under 21 semi-final in Ennis, a match
remembered for the capacity attendance that packed the
Park. He was a member of the Clare training panel for the
remainder of the year, as Clare reached the All-Ireland
Final v Kilkenny.
In 2003 Fergal was at wing forward when Cork emerged
victorious in the Munster semi-final.
In 2005 and 2006, he was on losing Clare teams that
reached the All-Ireland semi-final to Cork and Kilkenny,
with a similar fate at quarter-final stage to Limerick in
2007.
2008 saw Fergal was a member of the Clare team that
reached the Munster Final v Tipperary and All-Ireland
quarter-final v Cork.
Success was achieved with Clare in 2009 when they
captured the Waterford Crystal Trophy title.
2010 Clare and Fergal reached the League Final v
Wexford and lost to Dublin at the final Qualifiers stage.
Already this year, he played a significant role in the team
reaching the League Final v Limerick.

Cillian Duggan played minor hurling for Clare in 2006
and 2007. He made his minor debut against Kerry
in Tralee in 2006 in a game which Clare won easily.
They went on to play Limerick in Ennis in the
Munster semi final. Cillian played a starring role at
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One of Clares greatest hurlers, Jimmy Smyth
from Ruan has a close link with the Club. Jimmys
mother the late Mary Kate Considine was born
in Kilgobbin near Clooney Church. Indeed
Jimmy spent much of his youth on holidays in
Kilgobbin and would have practised hurling
with local members of the Clooney team

country. Well, Colums mother, the late Hannah,
was from the renowned Slattery Family in
Moyriesk, Quin.
Colums brother Paddy was Captain of the only
Ennis CBS team ever to win the Harty Cup in
1962, a team that included our own Michael
Hayes as goalie.

The Clare Camogie team of 1935, featured in
this programme, included Lizzie Higgins from
Newmarket, who was the Mother of Michael
Hayes, who played on the Clooney 1966 Junior
Championship winning team.

When Clooney lined out for the Clare
Intermediate Hurling Championship Final in
1986, they were attired in Track-suits won
by Flann Howard, a member of the Clooney
Intermediate League winning team, in a
Competition in the Evening Press.

Has a Goalkeeper ever scored from a puckout?
The answer is YES. Clooney-Quin net-minder,
Patrick “Bosco” Cunningham, when playing
in a Clare Cup match in Broadford, a village
where he has many relatives, launched a
massive puck-out that flew almost the entire
length of the pitch, landing on the 13 meter line
and bouncing over the crossbar for a unique
score.

Former Clooney Camogie star,
Annie
Conheady, who Captained the Clare Camogie
team, married Patrick “Duckle” O’Loughlin,
was mother of the O’Loughlins from Corbally,
who all played for Clooney.
In the Intermediate Hurling Final of 1985, the
St. Josephs Doora/Barefield side included
Michael Mcnamara, Clooney/Quins current
Secretary and Tom Haugh, who is currently a
Mentor for Underage teams for the Clooney/
Quin Minor Club.

In 1985, Clooney met Corofin on three
occasions in the County Intermediate semifinal, before Clooney emerged victorious in the
second replay. Sadly, they then lost the Final,
following another replay to St. Josephs, Doora/
Barefield.

Today we welcome the Tulla Pipe Band to our
Official Opening. We are honoured to have them
as History repeats itself in that they played at
Opening of our first Pitch way back in 1953.

Colum Flynn is a man that has an interest in
many sports, along with having hands that
have healed tens of thousands of people, many
of them the top hurlers and footballers in the
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There are several Units of the GAA Family active in our Community, all running their own affairs in
a very professional and structured fashion. The Senior club caters for adult hurling, football, and
maintenance of club facilities, with the Minor Club catering for underage hurling and football.
The Camogie and Ladies Football Club is growing rapidly and increasing its playing numbers in both
codes year on year. The Handball club is also expanding with healthy numbers playing the sport.
Recently, the Club returned to participate in Cultural Competitions, with a number of significant successes
in Scór na bPaistí. All these Clubs are combining their resources and talents to ensure that the Community
is being wellcatered for by the GAA, which continues to enrich and enhance Community Life in the parish
of Quin, Clooney and Maghera

senior

Fitzpatrick of Sixmilebridge, Ger Lynch of Clarecastle
and John Ryan of Holycross, Tipperary, it was agreed
that setting-up a Minor Club would be an excellent way
to reap the benefits of Clare’s All-Ireland win of 1995.
John Culligan, Tom Larkin, Tom Conheady and Pat Ryan
were the first officers elected and were given the task
of establishing a structure that would enable the young
boys of the Parish to acquire the skills & love of hurling
and that would be capable of playing Intermediate/Senior
Hurling.

The functions of the Senior GAA Club can be
broken into two categories; On-field and Off-field.
On-field, the Club continues to make strides on the
hurling front. Having had four adult hurling teams
for a number of seasons, as with other clubs, a falloff in playing numbers due to economic factors
has seen the club drop one of the teams, but the
three remain very competitive in all competitions.
Over the past few years, our footballers have won
both the Junior “A” and “B” Championships, with
the team having spent three years in Intermediate
grade. The side is now back at Junior “A” grade.

They were also tasked with integrating football
in the coaching and playing schedule so that the
boys would have an opportunity to play both codes.
Success came first in football when the U14 boys won
the Div 3 title in 1996, beating Cratloe in the final.
This was followed in 1997 by the dual success of the
U12s and U14s in the B Hurling Championships. The
U12s beat O’Callaghans Mills while the U14s pipped
Tulla by one point in a thrilling Final. In 1998, the
Minor team had a wonderful year overcoming Broadford
in the B Hurling Championship final while in 1999
the U16s won the Div 3 Football title after a replay.
By 2000, the Minor Club had progressed to competing
in mainly A Hurling Championships and made the breakthrough in 2003 when the U15s defeated Clonlara in
the U15A final. This was followed by the U16 A title
in 2004, when they overcame Crusheen in the decider.
2005 saw the Club compete in its first ever Minor
A final but lost out on the day to very good InaghKilnamona side. However, the Minors came back more
determined in 2006 and with the experience on the
previous year, proved too strong for Newmarket in the
decider thus capturing the Minor A title for the first time.
The current Clooney-Quin senior team now consists
of players brought through the minor structure and
one of these players, Fergal Lynch, will proudly
represent the club in today’s match against Galway.
Clooney-Quin has enjoyed great success in the U14 Feile
skills competition over the past decade with Derek Ryan
(2002), Cillian Duggan (2003), Peter Duggan (2007)
and Keith Hogan (2008) winning the county title.
Derek Ryan went onto to take 3rd place, while
Cillian Duggan and Keith Hogan took 2nd place
in the All-Ireland U14 Feile Skills Finals.
The current Chairman of the Minor Club is John
Duggan, who has prioritised the development and
implementation of a comprehensive hurling coaching
programme covering all ages from U8 up to Minor. This

Off-field, the club is also making significant headway. As
we open our new pitch today, we can see first-hand how the
work done over the past number of years has transformed
the Complex. The voluntary effort by members, allied to
the continued involvement by the Fás Scheme has ensured
that a high level of maintenance has combined with new
projects, resulting in a Club that all can be proud of.

Enda Harrison under pressure during the Seniors Clare Cup
game v Whitegate

minor
In November 1995, Clooney GAA Club (as it was known
then), under the Chairmanship of Joe Littleton, held an
open meeting to discuss the establishment of a Minor
Club in the parish. Encouraged by special guests PJ
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Any Saturday morning here at our impressive
Hennessy Memorial Park facility huge numbers of
young girls are put through their paces and this
augurs well for the future of the game in our parish.
Over the years Clooney-Quin camogie club have contributed
quite generously to all our county teams and it was with
real pride we witnessed arguably our greatest player
ever, Deirdre Murphy, captain Clare to a historic success
in the All-Ireland Final at Croke Park back in 2008.
That September day at Headquarters brought huge
pleasure to all Clooney-Quin camogie fans and this was
evident as a large crowd gathered in Quin the following
afternoon to welcome Deirdre and Clare team-mate, Amy
Colleran back to the village with the All-Ireland cup. Deirdre
is currently a member of the Clare Senior Camogie team
where she is joined by Aisling Hannon and Kelly McClean.
The County team Trainer is our own, Ger O’Halloran.
Pride of place so far this season on the camogie front
must go to our under 14 team who, in a few short
weeks, will journey to Galway to represent the club in
Feile 2012. We wish the team the very best of luck.
Clooney also has strong representation on this year’s
Clare minor team who came out on top in a thrilling
Munster final joust with old rivals Cork in Mallow on
Easter Monday. Well done to Saidhbhe Corbett and
Orliaith Duggan who are members of that squad and
we wish them the best of luck as they bid for that
elusive All-Ireland minor title later on in the summer.
Aisling Corbett is one of our club’s younger stars and she
is a valued member of this year’s Clare under 16 team,
which is managed by Clooney GAA member, Francis Brown
while Hannah O’Brien and Shauna Ryan are currently
members of the Clare U-15 panel. Jessica Leamy is our
representative on the under 14 development squad where
Shelia Daffy, our senior team goalkeeper, is a selector.
Thankfully, camogie in Clooney-Quin is presently on a
very sound footing and this is due in no small way to
the co-operation that exists within the club. Our facilities
here at Ballyhickey are second to none and, quite
rightly, the needs and wants of our girls are recognised
by the powers that be with regard to sharing same.
Finally, we do hope you enjoy a wonderful evening and we
wish you all the very best of luck in the future.

is essential for the future growth of the Minor Club
that has seen numbers increase significantly over the
past few years. Finally, one of the key annual activities
for the Minor Club has become the Clooney-Quin U13
Hurling Tournament that was originally set-up in 2000
as a 4-team tournament. Since then, it has grown to a 4
Division Tournament with 28 hurling clubs in the county
entering the Tournament and 3 clubs entering 2nd teams.
The Tournament, which takes in October/November,
involves 60 games and is proving very popular in the
Clare juvenile hurling calendar as clubs see it as an ideal/
excellent means of preparing their teams for the U14
Championship, which commences in early spring of the
following year.

Minor Club players with Clare Minor Hurling Captain Paul Flanagan
Grandson of Frank and Nita Enright when he brought the Munster
Minor Trophy to Club Training

camogie
Clooney-Quin Camogie Club would like to extend a hearty
Cead Míle Fáilte to all visitors here this evening for the official
opening of of our new pitch at Hennessy Memorial Park.
Much hard work has gone into this project over the
past decade or so and it is wonderful to see the
fruits of that labour come to fruition this evening
as the senior hurlers of Clare and Galway clash.
It is entirely fitting that the wonderful facilities now available
to our members here at Clooney-Quin GAA Club bear the
name of the late Mick Hennessy, who as County Secretary
set-up the first Clare Camogie Board in the 30s and 40s.
Indeed, we are honoured that club member, Orla Considine
is currently Chairperson of the Clare Camogie Board.
Those wonderful times signalled a golden era
tor the game in our parish and, glad to report,
the sport is still thriving in all aspects in 2011.
Currently we have a very strong underage academy where
over 150 girls turn out on a regular basis, with teams
ranging from under six up to minor doing our club proud.
The progress made with these stars of the future is due in
no small way to the hard work and diligence of a range of
mentors – far too many to mention – who dedicate their
time and expertise in the interest of giving these young girls
a good grounding on the skills of the game, while ensuring
that they also thoroughly enjoy themselves in the process.

Clooney-Quin Camogie Panel at Feile 2010
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ladies football

Following the win in the Intermediate League in 2010,
Clooney/Quin are promoted to Senior League for 2011.
Matches at this level are hard won but Clooney have
put in some fine performances to date against Fergus
Rovers and Cooraclare. They are playing some great
football and with some of the U-16 Team joining the
Senior squad, the team are coming together well for
future seasons. Intermediate Championship will start in
July for this group of girls. Thanks to the efforts of all
our trainers and mentors this year, Pat Gardiner, Peter
Sheehy, Liam Kitson, Marie Kennedy, Brian O’Neill,
Paddy McCarthy, Bernie O’Halloran, Robbie Downes,
John O’Donnell, Anne Nash, Joe Brennan, Fergal Doyle,
Liam Conneally, Patsy Grogan, Ray Hynes and Peter
Cantwell, our girls are enjoying the games and Ladies
Football is going from strength to strength in the club.

Ladies Football was introduced to Clooney/Quin in the year
2000 by Eleanor McCormack and Ruth Hassett. The only
team competiting that first year were the U-14’s, trained
by Eleanor and Ruth. They went onto win Division C that
first season. Since then Ladies Football in Clooney/Quin
has gone from strength to strength, with in the region of 65
young girls and ladies playing competitive football for the
club. Notable recent victories include our Intermediate
League win in 2010 and only this May 2011 our win in
the U-16 B Championship. Recently our U-12 Team put
in a massive effort to reach the East Clare Regional Final
to loose out to a superior Doora/Barefield team in the end.
Undeterred
they
are
now
playing
in
the
Div
II
Championship
for
May
and
June.
Our U-14’s and Minor Championship matches will kick
off mid May and early August respectively.

Ladies Football Champions 2011

handball

Scór na Paistí

Since the construction of the Handball alley in 1984,
the sport has proven to be popular with our members.
Currently, the Club continues to thrive with almost
70 boys and 20 girls actively involved in playing the
game particularly during the long winter evenings.
During the season, the club runs many internal
competitions and participates in numerous competitions
winning many County and All-Ireland titles in the past year.
The adult side is also very active with the Div 4 team winning
the County title and club members proudly representing
Clare in both the Mens and Ladies Munster Championships.
The Club is eagerly looking forward to next year, when the
World Handball Championships will be held in Ireland
during 2012.

The Cultural wing of the Club has seen a resurgence in
recent years, notching up numerous successes in Scór na
bPaistí. As with all pastimes, coaching and practice is
the name of the game and in this regard a number of club
members have taken on the required coaching sessions
to prepare the participants for the varied Competitions.
Dancing, Quiz, Novelty Acts and Musicians have enthralled
audiences all over the county, with several of these acts
coming out on top in their respective fields.

Clooney Quin Scor na bPaisti Question Time Winners
Oisin Egan Eoin Beirne and Ulick O Sullivan

Handball Club Tournament Winners 2010
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Clooney Under 16 B Champions 1976

Under 16 Celebrations 1966

Clooney Junior Championship 1966

The Clooney Under 16 County Champions 1966

Ennis CBS Dr Harty Cup Winning Team 1962 including
Michael Hayes and Tony Vaughan of Clooney

The Clooney 1979 Intermediate League winners

Ennis CBS Harty Team 1939 including Seamus Reddan,
Joe O’Halloran and Jimmy Kelly of Clooney
Derek Ryan receives his Award for 3rd place in the
Feile Skills Competition in 2002

The Quin Junior B team following their County Championship
victory in 1978

Clooney Junior B County Champions 1988
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Spot the Difference
Study both photographs and find SIX differences
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Sideline Cuts
Ryan Giggs, at 19 was voted PFA Young Player of the Year in the 1991/92
Season in England. Before presenting the Award, former Manchester
United Legend, Sir Bobby Charlton, commented that as supporters walk
to a Stadium, the sudden thought of watching Ryan Giggs in action would
involuntarily cause the body to move faster in anticipation.
It could be said that thoughts of seeing Joe Canning in action might
provoke a similar response. Perhaps its his vision with the use of a clever
handpass, a deft touch from his wand-like hurley or the awesome power of
a 20M free as it fizzes to the net. Or, perhaps its when the sliothar dribbles
out over the sideline for a Galway, Portumna or LIT sideline. Thats when
the anticipation within the crowd is sensed. Its the expectation that Joe
will majestically split the uprights for a stunning score.
However, when Galway have a sideline cut today, perhaps it will instead
be the Castlegar man, Ger Farragher that might land that most thrilling of
skillful strokes to exercise the Scoreboard operator.
Over the Decades, there have been hundreds of thousands of hurlers, some
bad, some good, and some great. How many times have we witnessed
really good hurlers struggling with a line ball? How many times have we
witnessed lads missing the ball completely, causing all sorts of furore
amongst defenders, attackers, officials and spectators? Its the indecision
on what to do next!
In Offaly, Ger Coughlan was one of the sweetest exponents of the line ball
in the '80's as were the blonde-haired John Horgan and Midfield Maestro,
John Fenton of Cork.
Just over the road from here in Crusheen, Clare had a man who was
regarded as the best line ball taker of his generation. Mick Moroney, a
team-mate of our own Mike Murphy on that magnificent Clare side of the
'70's was peerless at the Art.
As recently as the last Bank Holiday weekend up in Moroneys home pitch
in Crusheen, young Peter Duggan pointed from near the Stand, with a
stroke that Mick Moroney would certainly have been proud of.
The one thing these specialist lineball takers have in common is that, for
all the sideline cuts they took, they never failed to get a sweet contact
on the ball.
Way back in 2002, Clare played Galway in the Tony Forrestal All-Ireland
Under 14 semi-final in the Mount Sion Grounds in Waterford. There were
a number of Clooney-Quin players and spectators at the venue that day.
During the course of that match, a small little fella in a Galway jersey,
TWICE trotted over to the sideline and slotted the ball over the bar. The
first time, he was approximately 35 meters out, the unsuspecting Clare
people thinking, Wow, at least he won't do that again. When he stood up
to the next ball near the 65 meter line some time later, there was little
danger. Wrong! As with the earlier point, the ball soared over the bar to
the absolute amazement of all in attendance. Thats what Joe Canning can
do. He was up to this stuff at fourteen.
Two years later, in the back Pitch in Thurles, it was the turn of Limericks
Under 16 Arrabawn team that were on the receiving end of another Joe
Canning brace of points from the sideline.
Just recently, Croke Park amended the Playing Rules on a trial basis
where two points were awarded for a sideline cut over the bar, but it
wasn't adopted when the period had expired. This was a pity. Such a
reward for this unique skill would surely have added to the excitement of
the game.
And so, we return to this evenings game and what might happen if and
when a lineball is awarded to the Tribesmen. Its a "What Happens Next"
moment.
Lets hope this article doesn't put the mockers on the lineball taker!
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word
search
Find the answers to the following questions in the Maze.....
• Surname of the Clooney Intermediate Hurling Captain 2006 • All-Ireland Senior Club Hurling Champions 2011
• Surname of Clare Junior Camogie Captain 2008 • Clare Senior Hurling Champions 2010
• Galway Hurler famous for sidelines • Clare Co Board Chairman • Clare Hurling Captain 1995
• Name shared by GAA Founder and GAA Stadium in Ennis • Manager of Clooney Intermediate Hurling Team 2006
• Scorer of winning goal in All-Ireland Senior Hurling Final 1995

Quiz

Quiz

Quiz

1. How many senior All-Ireland hurling titles have Clare won?
2. How many Minor All-Ireland hurling titles have Clare won?
3. Name the incoming GAA President who begins his term at Congress in 2012.
4. How many All-Stars did Christy Ring win?.
5. Who was the Clare goalkeeper in the 1989 All-Ireland Minor Hurling Final?
6. Who was Clare’s first ever All-Star
7. Complete the sequence from 1997: Kerry, Cork, Tipperary, Kilkenny ...
8. Niall Quinn played in the 1983 All-Ireland Minor Hurling Final. But for which county?
9. Who was named RTÉ Man of the Match in the 2008 All-Ireland Hurling Final?
10. What colour was Brian Lohan’s talismanic helmet?
11. Who was named 2008 Young Hurler of the Year?
12. Who is the current Vice-Chairman of the Munster Council.

Quiz

Quiz

Goalposts being erected in
new pitch by Brian O Neill
John Lyons and Packie
Conroy-20-10-2007
8. Dublin

1.Three 2. One 3. Liam O’Neill (Laois) 4. None (All stars didn’t start until 1971)
9. Brian Cody 10. Red 11. Joe Canning 12.Robert Frost
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Answers

Keith Hogan with his Clare Feile Skills
Trophy He later went on and
represented Clare in the All-Ireland
Competition finishing in 2nd place

5. Davy Fitzgerald

6. Ger Loughnane

7.Tipperary

